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- COMMANDER AIMPHIBIOUS GROUP EIGHT
File No. FE25/A16~3 SEVENTH FLEET
Serial No.0235 Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California AUG 1 19 45

Commander Task Group 78.2 (Commander amphibious Group EICHT,

SEVENTH Fleet).

Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

(1) Commander Task Force 78 (Commander SEVENTH Amphibious
Force).

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.

Subject: Action Report - BALIKPAPAN-MANGGAR-BORNEO
June 15 - July 6, 1945.

Referencest (a) CANF~SWPA and Commander 7th Fleet Opcration Plan No, 11-45,
(b) Commander Task Force 78 (Commander 7th Amphibious Force)
Operation Plan No. 12-45.
(¢) Commender 7th Amphibious Force Top Secret Despatch lNo.
041225 of May 1945.
(d) Articles 712, 674(6) U. S. Navy Regulations, 1920.
(e) Com7thPhibFor Conf. ltr. serial 0563 of 10 iarch 1945.

Enelosure: XA) Commander Task Group 78.2 (Commander Amphibious Group
EIGHT, SLVENTH Flcet) Action Report on BALIKPAPAN-MANGGAR-
BORNEC, June 15 to July 6, 1945.

3 Enclosure (A) is forwarded in compliance with references (a)
through (e).

A+ G. NOBLE

8 03866
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CONFIDENTIAL

ENCLOSURZ (A)

COMMANDER TASK GROUP 7842
(COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP EIGHT)

ACTION RZPORT ON BALIKPAPAN=LIANGGAR,
BORNEO. (June 15 - July 6, 1945)
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P+RT I

GLNIR L Ne.RR.IIVE

A = PURPOSE

1. The E.LLiPaPiN Oper.tion was ordered for the purpose of ceizing

and occupying the BrLLIKPsPLl, BORNEC aree in order tc esteblish nevel,
air and logistic facilities and to conserve petroleum producing &nd
processing installations therein. This operation was one of several
operations designed to deny the enemy the fruits of his conquests in the
Nethierlends Eest Indies and his use of the approaches to these :reas,
TaRaKaN ¢nd BRUNEI Operations were completed prior to the target date
for BALIKPsPsN, These operstions involveds

(&) Capture of Tat.KaN in order to obtain the petroleum
resources of thut cre¢ and to provide en air fiela for support

ot the B.LII'P.P.N Operction.

(b) Seizure of BRUNEI BaY cnd vieinity to esteblish an advinced
fleet base and protect resources in the :zrec.

2. & turget date of 1 July 1945 for B.LIKF.P.N Operction was specified
by Operation Instructions 103/45 issued by GH™ S Pu. Vice admiral
Daniel E. Barbey, U. S. livy, Commender SEV.NThH amphibious Furce was

designated us Comm.nder B.LIKFiFall attack Force. Rear admiral a. G.
NOBLE, U. 5. Navy, Comminder ampnibious CGroup EIGET, SEV.NTH ileet, was
assigned Commender B.LIKP.P.N wttzck Group with designetion as Communder
Task Group 78.2. Recr admiru:l Re S. higgs, U. S. Navy was assigned
Comm. nder Cruiser Covering Group with designation as Commender Tisk

Group 7he2.
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B - CONCEPT OF OPER.TION d

CONFTDENTIAL

1. It was considered th:t the following operetions would be requirec:

(a) Heavy air strikes by plines oi the illied air Forces from
PiLalally ZaMBOsNGs, MCROTAI and TaRiKeN prior to i-lay to
neutralize enemy cirfields within striking distince of the
objective arca «nd to destroy enemy defensive instzllations
which niight be used to oppose the operations.,

(b) Extensive minesweeping =nd removal of underwater obsteacles
and berch defenses by demolition prior to arrivel of asszult
lorces in the objective area,

(e¢) Preliminary Navel bombardment in support of mincsweeping
operations; and to destroy enemy constal defenses, with parti-

culer reference to assisting air Forces in desiroying petroleum
facilities which might be used to provide o burning oil deiense;

cnd in suppert oi the asszult,

(d) Vounting elements of the FIRST sustrulicn Corps ¢nd supporting
forces from MCROTAl ~nd Til KaN,

(e) Lscorting ana rotecting enroute, all o. the forces irom
steging areas to the objective arve, via the CELEBES SHa ond
MLEASSHR STR&ITS.

(f) Lending the esscult forces cnd cstablishing them eshore in
the objective c<rea on the South cocst of the B.LIKP.P:#N FENINSUL:
in Bastern BCRNEO. Conducting such subsecuent oper:tions as
might be required to destroy remeining hostile elements and to
sccurc BaLIKP.PuN and such other areas as might be necessary

to ¢llow the estoblishment oi freilities recuired in the
objective crea,

(g) Conduet of motoer torpedo beat operstions along East coast
100, from a tender bascd in the objective wrea ot the

oi
earliest practicable dete.

(h) Estzolishment of required air installations in the objective
arca without delay.

(1) Conservation and protecting of oil installstions.

2. It wes decided to conduct the avove operations in the following
manners

(2) Phase One - Preperction

(1) air_Bombardment - During the month pricr to F-Day Allied
ailr Forces plenes 1rom PaLalisl, ZiMBCaNGA, NOROTAL and Thitelal,

e

when in cperation, would conduet bombing atticks in progress
ively inerecsing intensity until the period F=12 to F-Day when

I-2
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maximum aveilable forces would be ‘employed. These reids would
be designed to neutrzlize and destroy sviation tecilitics, enti-
eircrait end coest defense guns, defensive positions, «nd peh-
roleum iastallations capable of being used to provide a burning
oil defense of landing becclies. .

(2) Naval Bombardment - On F-16 cruisers and destroyers of the
Cruiser | L,V#r“@g “end | Support Group would arrive in the objcctive
area to cover minesweeping and underwater cdemolition oper:tions.
While covering these operations this group would conduct counter
battery and bombardment of known gun empl:cements and defense
positions in the BALIKPAPaN-LuNGG-R area. The renges involved
in this bombardment would recuire the use of cruiser sea plznes
for etfective spotting. It was therefore desirable th t eremy

sul

air and enti-2ircraft instaliations be destroyed prior to the
commencement of this bomberdment., It was expected that the

a ble cruisers end destroyers would expend - total of 2250
rounds of six inch «nd 2200 rounds oi iive inch ammunition in the
preparatory phose of the Uycrublono

(3) iineswueping - On F-16 s 1xtceq Y158 would arrive in the object=-
ive urea, .nd, covered by the Cruiser Covering and Support Group,
would cummence sweeping the approa Tches 1o the hL.WDaboall Be-ches,
On F-8 four s :nd three YMSs wnd the LS. 1 (Minesweeping Tender)
would arrive in the objective zrea to cugment this sweeping unit.
The presence of allied influence mines in acdition to Duteh end

Jepanese mine fields would further complicate and grectly in-
crewse a difficult minesweeping task.

(4) Underwuter Demolition -~ On F-6 two Uncerweter Demolition
Teams would arrive in the objective erce and on thut night would
commence worl on removal oi ubstructions of the KL.NDASSHN=-
SIPINGG.NG «nd M.NGG~R Beaches. This work, clthcugh extensive,
would be completed prior to Uhe morning of F--Day.

(%) Loading assault, | h“iD‘Lﬁ - Commencing cbout F.2)

shipping weuld becoms available and would suege princay

L ONOTAl with some units sbfgLng t Tulakell and LELTE,

shipping would load troops and equipment ot the SEV.NTh hustra=-
licn Division ¢nd supporting units cnd trensport them to the
objective areca,

Ph:se Two - asswult

(1) Schedule Bombsrdment & Commencing ct caylight cn Y«D*y five
cruisers -nd six destroyers of the Crglgur u(vrrlqp d _Sunport
Group, «nd eight destroyers of the att ck Group woul “conauzt in
rel.ys a bomperdment of known encrg . delense JnstJ11'tions «nd
of the bxhchn:.u ares to & depth of 800 y:rds inland cnd to

600 yards cn both flunks of the selected be.chies, The cruicers
would expend & total of 2670 rounds of six inch ¢nd 2670 rounds
of 1ive inch while the destroyers would expend ¢ total of 3459
rounds of 1ive inch ammunition,

I1-3
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» ¢ir strike by 12 B~25s londed with
2% on the landing be:ches fur the
iy st H-ZU & heavy strike by
B-2h @ircrait lozded S0, 08 ¢ LL-personnel bembs weuld
be mads on dc i ;icinal Jeading beaches.
eight ICI(R)s ¢nd six LCI(G)s
and neutraliz.tion of the
*vr 600 yards cn both flanks,
: §ics a DE MGG, Imm&diately pre~
cseding ths {irst a 1€ wive a .pund run would be made. On
:ach run epproximately 4400 rockets would be tired meking a total
soenditurs of 8800 rockets eugmsated by 3 ineh,4Cria and 20mm
surafing tirs.

DJnVs one weve
pCALLd “'l resserve troops ems-
3 would be landed on call.

© twe‘ve R «F Beaufighters or
ing deylight fcr close support

hters would provide the combat
L paseol, 13 icily. Two Beaufighters or P-6ls
would provide dawn and dusk CuF.

sval Cunfive - CI”i'n s and destréyers of
Group would be ui
suppert triuops,

ately ‘following the rscltlt, r ntoon
Lo on the right (Gastern! end o E'
Liv tc lending ol vehileles nﬂ_s?Ap? \
O ind pontoon barges would be util
n; from LET end LSK and for alongsic _o
«¢ Wwhen the siluttion warscnts, LET f weuld
Loaded over the pornboon cduncwdye Wilch ‘UJ;J

et lexst five LOTs sinulosneousiy

conselidetion peridod es
shipping wéuld be 80 rae
in the oojoective arees ¢§ sl
wculd not be brought fovw:rd uati
A be withdrown g soon atier Ler
implement thig pelicy eight inccn
voys. end ten outhound convoys would be used,

I=4




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

COME IDENTIaL
o LR SN .

es would continue to supvort this oper-
-2on veriod by (a) Navel eunfire

jon during ©
protection of

minor conecLlid

an provided for
nd NANGZan LF for

TLe primary LEICNESe
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C - COMPOSITION OF BALIKPAPAN ATTACK GROUP

TASK_ORGANIZATION
78.2 BALIKPAPAN Attack Group - Rear Admiral Noble

(a) 78.2.1 Group Flagship Unit - Captain Ringle

YASATCH (AGC 9) - Captain Ringle
SPTNCIR (CGC 36) - Comdr. Hinnant

(b) Headquarters Support Aircraft (in 'isS .TCH)

(c) 78.2.2 Transport Unit - Captain Cousin, RANR(S)
MANOOR‘.(F'), WESTRALIA, K/NIBLA
TTTNIL (AKA 13)
CARTER HALL (LSD 3)

(d) 78.2,3 Fast Transport Unit - Comdr. Parsons

LLOYD(F)(\™D 63), N&™'N (D 59), KTPH'RT ('PD 61)
LIDDLE (..PD 60), ALEX DI/CHTNXO (APD 123) 5 APD

(e) 78.2.4 LSM Unit (LSM Flot 2, mod)(22 L3M) - Captain Weintraub

LCFF 789 1 LCFF

LS\ Grou; - Lt. Comdr. Johnson
LSY lgiGF;, 19, 21, 257, 258, 22, 310, 311 8 LSM

LSM Group 5 = Lt. Comdr. Smith
LSM 33ZGF§, 37, 130, 148, 150, 151, 205 7 LSM
LSl Group 6 (Mod) - Lt, Comdr. Veire
LSM 38, 39, 40, 42(GF), 267, 223, 224 7 LSM

(f) 78.2.5 LST Unit (35 LST) - Captain Mee

LST Flot 22 - Captain Mee
LST 632(FF), 639(P), 7i4(P),721(P), 935(P),938(P), 6 LST

LST Flot 7 (15 LST) - Captain Sinelair

LST Group 19 -« Commander Van Zandt

'LsT"ls"('Szl P), 245, 470, LTL(P), L74(CF), L66(FF)
LST Group 20 - Commander Baker

LST asz?s"’fp , W54(P), 4L56(PB), 457(P), 462
From LST Croup 21

LST 33, 138, 206

From LST Flot 8 (11 LST)
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LST Group 23 - Commander Linthieum
LsST 3955?8;, 397(s)(P), 911, 1016, 1017,
1018(GF)(S)(PB)

From LST Groups 22 and 2
LST EEEZS)ZPg, 673(PB), 694(PB), 740, 910

From LST Flot 15
LST 703(P), 753(P), 777(s)(P), 579

(P) - Pontoon
(PB) - Pontoon Barges
(8) - Surgical

(g) 78.2.6 LCI Unit (LCI Flot 24, mod) - Commander Jannotta
ICI 624 (FF) 1 LCI(L)
LCI 622, 625, 636, 63L, 655, 699, 700, 712, 999,
1002(GF), 1003, 1008(GF), 1025, 1072, 1076 15 LCI(L)
(h) 78.2.7 Control Unit - Commander Petersen

PC 610, 1134(F)
SC 698, 750, 747

(i) 78.2.8 Close Support Unit - Commander Bay

LCS(L) 50, 8, 27, 28, 29, 30(GF), 41, 43, Lk, 48 10 LCs(L)

LCI(R) 31, 34, 73, 226, 230(F), 331, 337, 338 8 LCI(R)
LCI(G) 21, 22, 24, 61, 66, 67 6 LCI(G)

(j) 78.2.9 Minesweeping Unit - Lt. Comdr. Fonick

AMs - Lt. Comdr. Fonick
STNTRY(F)(1V299), SCOUT (.)296), SCUFFLE (AM298)

YiSs - Lt. Comdr. Blakeslee
COFER (.PD 62)
TWNDIR (LSY 1)
Yis 4, 6, #9, 10, 11, 39, 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 52,
53, 65, 68, 73, 8L, 95, 97, 197, 224, 259, 269
313, 314, 315, 334, 335, 336, 338, 339, 340, 363,
364, 365, 366, 367, 368, 392 39 YMS

# « In reserve at {OROT'I

(k) 78.2.10 Beach Party Unit - Commander Graff

Beach Party No., 2
(1) 78.,2.11 Demolition Unit = Lieut. States

KLING (/'PD 120), SCHMIDT (.PD 76)
UDT No. 11, UDT No. 18 .
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(m) 78.2.12 LCT Unit - Lieut. Buckley

LCT Group 73 - Lieut. Buckley .
LCT 1081, 1289, 1291, 1293(F), 1295, 1297, 1299,
1301, 1302, 1304, 1306, 1308, 1325, 1329

LCT Group 21 - Lieut. Coffin
LCT 83, 178, 372, 373, 864, 898, 990, 992, 1016,
1296, 1298(GF), 1327

(n) 78.2.13 Salvage and Firefighting Unit - Lt. Comdr. Pond
C/3LE (ZRS 19)(F)
LCI(S) 701, 702, 1000, 1071
ATR 61

(o) 78.2.14 Service Unit - Lt. Comdr. "allace

o

CHAPACHET (10 78)
CREQN (ARL 11)

LsT 67, 1M

SsKJ.TONCHEE (J‘Am‘ 19), GUAVLIEL;\ (‘..OG 28)
POINSETT (AK 205)
BANSHZZ (IX 178)

LSM 129

FS 164, 361

YP 421

PINTO (ATF 90)

YD 65

(p) 78.2.15 Screening Unit - Captain McCorkle
Destroyer Squadron 5 - Captain licCorkle

DR.YTON (DD 366), FLUSSER (DD 368)(F)
CONYNGH/M (DD 371)(FD), SMITH (DD 378)(FD)

anf_mqv.(p_}& = Captain Sims
/JLEY (DD 492)(FD), FRALIER (DD 607)(F)
royer 22 - Captain Smith

SLUFLEY (DD , W.LLER (DD 466)(FD)
PHILIP (DD 498)(FD), ROBINSON (DD 562)(F)

T =
5@

27=8

538

DN
= -

<

=

-
o

CHAFF3R (DB 230), EDVIN A HOWARD (DE 346)
K%Y (DE 348), LELAND E. THOMAS (DT 420)
RUTHIRFORD (D3 347)

G/.SCOYNE
(q) 78.2.16 Press Unit

LCI(L) 635 1 LCI(L)
FP 47 1 FP

13
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(r) 78.2.17 Hydrographic Unit - Commender Little (RaN)

»

WARREGO 1 4GS
Yus 196 1 YMS
MAKGO (A 24) 1:N

(s) 78.2.18 Representative Commander STVENTH ‘mpinibious Force - Captain Gray

(To be designated CTG 76.16 on becoming SOPA)

(t) 78.2,31-37 Forward Convoy Units

(As detailed in Movement Plan, Annex (B))

(u) 78.2.71-75 Returning Convoyv Units

(is detailed in Movement Plan, /nnex (BY)

(v) 70.1.5 Motor Torpedo Roat Unit - Lt, Comdr. Teppan

MTB Squadron 10 and 27
MO5J\CK (LGP 7), VARUN. (.GP 20)
ATR 56

Support and Coverdng Group - Rear .dmiral Riggs

MONTPELIER (CL 57)(F), DENVER (CL 58)
coNw:Y (DD 507)(F), CONY (DD 508)
E.LTON (DD 510), STEVING (DD 479)

CLEVEL.WD (CL 55), COLUMBI. (CL 56)
XKILLAN (DD 593), A.7. GRANT (DD 649)

HNYS TROVP
HI.S LRUNT . (D=5)

7441 HM'G SHROPSHIRE (C 30), HOBART (C 3)
H.RT (DD 594), MATC.LF (DD 595)

The3  PHOTIX (CL 46), NASHVILLZ (CL 43)
35LL (DD 587), CH/\RRETTS (DD 581)
CONNER (DD 532), BURNS (DD 588)

(x) 78,4 REscort Carrier Group:- Rear idmiral Sample
mp

SU ' NRE(F)(CVE 27), GILRI T ISL.MDS (CVE 107)
BLOCK TSL'ND (CVE 106)

HALM (DD 388)

CLOUTS (D% 265), MITCHILL (D3 43), KYNZ (DE 744),
L.MONS (DS 743), DON'LDSON (D& 1.1,5
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D - SUMMAPY TNCLUDING PRE-LSSAULT PHiSE oF of7

L \.w ' 2 ;u,.u

1. The ‘mphibious Opesreticr g

notable primarily for the excesdiy k"?V" "ct¢ve and omssxve defznses of
the enamy, his aggressive - :spsrzte resista and ths edditicnal
hazard of a thickly sown 'liied mine field which nscessitated sxtensive
sweeping operations wndsr the mizzles of ensmy shore batteries, ivailal
photogr:nhs and cther intelligence concsrning defense install~tions wsre
uniformly accurate,

hle

2. During the pre-=ssault period, from F-15 to Fox Day, scheduled opcretion:
centered about minecwesving, undsrwater demolition activities, and the sys-
tematic reduction of snemy guns and defense positions by an advance force
of cruiscrs, destroyers, minesweepsrs, underw-ter demolition te=ms, sle-
ments of the Closs Susport Unit ~nd the allied iir Force. Rear Admiral

2. 9. Niggs, U.S.N., Comnander of the Support and Covering Group (T¢ 7isa2)

il

coordinated all opsr-tions in the Balikpepan ares prior to Fox Day.

3. The stepped up hombing stsrting on FOV‘LL doy ~nd the anpe-rance of
our mineswzépers L the objective arsa on M-16 day indicated to the cneny
our intentlions, and in a gener:1 wov, the landing beaches, Realizing the
potentialitiss of the mincfield alrs dy sown, he made determined end sis-
tained efforts to ston, interrupt, harass, cad ceause the abandonment of
minesweeping operations,

aAn
Gk

L+ During the first part of the minesweevping phase, the shallow :nd mine-
able waters in the ares forced the Support and Covering Group to remain at
ranges of 12000 to 14000 yards where neutraliz~tion, or reduction of act-
ive enemy guns, was difficult. In addition, the eneumy instituted the use
of smoke from burning oil in an attempt to screen his activites and in-
eballations, At this time also, heavy /. defenses forced Allied bombsrs
and cruiser spotting pl-nes to remain at an altituds which precluded the
pin-point bombing and sootting necessry for destructivs effect., . DIN=-
VER spotting plans was drmaged by such fire on 18 June.

5,

iNg O
g

The period from 16 to 23 June 1as 2 most difficult phass of the sweep=-

rotions. During this i~ Y58 50 and 368 were demrged by .llisd

mine qxli.ﬂb ons, TMS 50 so SFCLOdSl/ thet she had to ve

v, Tacres Yile 3 .1.0, 335, 5 ]

addition, many YVSs wars iJTLFd tJ ,eLfLoon ‘“u_' V&S

to avold enemy shsll firs; other sweeps were ~ctuelly d “n"gc

The vrospects of sw ng the ars ssential for the landing in
bims to msel the target « seemed scimewhat oauttlul,

“ith the entrancs of destroyers into the Southarn part of area PUTLLIZES
2l duas, the overall outlook brightened. Thsir pressnce caused ‘ha
o Keop many ol the trouri-sons babteriss mrsked, and Othere «
3 -
by

up were rquickly smethersd by fire from both
air sirikss consisting of anproximately iC0O »lanes per da
1000 db, 500 1b, 253 lb and Nepalm boinbs had ebarted to maks
and enemy .. d:fensss, barrac.s arsas and othisr stratesis
recedving A heavy and sustained bomsing. Moreover, erw.ser swoubing
linss L0d Vasceme more familiar wath tne 3ﬂrr'p).J and ths Locauinon »f
enamy deienses, and long renge firing, despile the small provability of

15
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direct hits, had started to show tangible results. Eneny batteries which did
attempt to maintain fire were quickly neutrzlized. From this time onward, mine-
sweeping operations were only slightly hampered by enemy activity, but mine det-
onations continued to take their toll, Y.iSs 39 and 365 being lost on 26 June and
YIS 47 damaged on 27 June. The gallantry and fortitude of the ifineswceping Unit
in continuing operations despite thers heavy losses is deserving of the highest
praise.

7. The excessive distance between Balikpapan and the home field of the Combat
oir Patrol, Takl TauI, coupled with the too frequent unfavorable weather condi-
tions throughout the area, preventea the continuous presence of a protective CaP
over the advance Group in the objective area. In order to insure adequate air
cover while assault troops approached Balilkpapan ana during the critical period
of landiiig ond censolidation of the beachheau, the assignment of an escort car-
rier unit with screen, was requested :nd provided for the period F-1 through Ff2.

8, On 17 June at 1100 I an enemy plane reconnoitercd the activities in the ob=
Jjective are:, This w.s followed on the night of 17-1€ June by an attack of seven
aircraft. Three raius vierc m.ce between 2000 and 20551, the aircraft cropping
about seven bonbs, 21l of wiich fell astern of the Support anc Covering Group
c:using no damige. ugain on 25 June four enemy torpedo planes, at 20301 made 2
night attack which centercd about the¢ minesweepers. The minesweepers shot down
three of the attacling plonss without wecoivin:, damagc to themselves. There was.ng
CuP on station during either of these attacks. This cxperience cvidently dis-
couraged cnemy aircr:ft activity, for no other attacks were made on ships dur-
ing the operation,

9. Underwater Demolition Teams Eleven anu Eishteen cirried out reconnaissance
and demolition iaissions on 25, <6, 27, 28, and 30 June in an outstanding manner
under the fire of cnemy shore batteries which ranged in intensity from heavy to
light. The exeellent ccordination of gunfire froa cruisers, destrcyers, and
close suppert eraft working in conjunction with perfectly tiwmed air strikes kept
the casuilties to a minimum; therc vicre no fatalitics. HKeconnaissance of pri-
mary beaches at Klanuasan aid secondary beaches at lianggar and sanggar Ketjil
disclosed no beach mines and verified the available information on beach pro=
files. Gaps of 800 yards cach werc blown in the Manggar and bManggar Ketjil ob-
stacles and a 1600 yara breach in the way of the primary beach at Klandasan.
Light casualties and ainor damige were sustainec by LC3(L)s 8 anu 30 from hits
by enemy 3 inch gunfire; others receiveu small arws and shrapnel fire without
damage.

10. In accoruance with the air plun the iscort Carrier Group (TG 78.4), consis=-
ting of thre¢ escort carricrs with sereen, Hear admirul W.D, Sample, U,S. Navy
Comaanding, zrrived in the objective area at 0730 I on F=1 Day. ot that tine re-
sponsibility for both day and right protection of the vulikpap.n area against
attacks by enemy circraft was taken over by 1G 78,4 In addition to the target
Combat .ir Patrol this group provided their own CuP and antisubmarine patrols.
Carrier uircraft for close support ndissions were maintuined on board in a two
hour "on call" status. This carrier group was joined enroute by CLLVLL..Nu (CL
55)y with Genersl of the arny wouglas wac.rthur embarked, PHOBNIA (CL46) with
Vice wumiral D, L. Barbey, Com. nuer Balikpapen attack force ana CTG 7443

with Raar .dmiral I, -8, Berkey embarked in iL.SHVILLD (CL 57)

I-1
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11. The Assault Ichelon under the Coumend of CTG /8.2 (Rear .dmiral u. G,
Noble), Communder Balikpap.n attack Group, co.posed of 121 ships in which
were emb.rked the asscult units of the 7th .ustralien Division deperted
Morotei on the aftcrnoon of 26 June und proceeded to the objective .re.
without cncountering eneny resistence. Convoy 02-L from Tn I T./T made
rendezvous on schedule, 29 June, end these twenty .dditional ships pro-
cceded in comp.ny.

12. ®ccuusc of difficulties encountcred in the minesweeping operations

at the objective . rew, it becume problematical if the oper.tion could be
c.rried out 2s scheduled. On 27 June an Istimcte of thc Situation was made
based on reports of progress in the objective arec. Progress of mineswcep=
ing, underwater demolition :nd reconnaissence, cumul:tive cffectivcness of
borbardment and .ir strikes, cnemy recaction to oper.tions, volume of enemy
fire and availebility of replocement ammunition were givon special consid-
erction, .5 . result of this estimate, decision to land on scheduled date
was mode on 28 June <nd remuined firm,

13. .t daylight (0700I) on 1 July /Fox Day), the scheduled pre-assault
borburdment of the landing beuches «nd adjacent .reas was coumenced by 5
cruisers and 6 destroyers. This two hour bombardmegnt w.s continous cxecept
for a fifteen minvte period (H-75 to H-60) during the combined first rocket
berrage wnd lou level ir strike., Coumencing with deliberate fire it ine
crewsed to « meximum intensity et H-lu as the first weves appro.ched with-
in 1300 yurds of the lunding beaches ..t which tine firc was shifted to the
flanks and recr creus. The second rocket burrege commencing ot H-10 immed-
iately preceded the ecctu.l lending., In prepur-tion for this lunding the

Belikpapen=bi.ngg.r Area had felt the weight of more th.n 3000 tons of bombs,
7361 rockets, 38,052 rounds of ammunition runging from 8 to 3 inch and
114,000 rounds froi wutom.tic we.pons. This expenditur: of camunition may,
in compurison with th..t expended in previous operations in this the.tre,
appe.r to be exce.sive but exumin.tion of tuc ¢ ptured orca definitely in-
dicetes that .ny less effort would huve proven insufficicent,

14, The wss.ult ships, «lthough slightly behind schedule :t the point of
deployment, moved into their ussigned .rous with esm.rtncss «nd precision.
Dug to the error of « sign.lm.n who inudvertently two blocked the sign.l on
the control vescel while secking shelter from encmy firc from the be.ch, the
first vave w.s disp.tched from the linc of dep rture slightly <he.d of
schedule .nd linded »t 0855 (How Hour 090C). In spite of spor.dic fir. from
encniy ortillory, morters .nd sm.ll .rms which fell .mong the bo.t w.ves and
on tho lunding beuches, «ll seventeen ass.ult w.ves had londed by 10551
without ccsuclty to a single m.n. The .ggressive munner in which thc encmy
manned znd fought his guns to meet this front.l wtt.ck wes borne out in the
countod 160 cneny doqd found in the immediate arca of the 1.nding bowches,
and 300 .dditional dead in the urea of fortificd positions in the high
ground to the Northwest of th: be.ches.

15. landing in «ss.ult, two b.tt.lione abreast, the 21st Brigede on the
right over beaches Green Onc and Two, 18th Brig.de on the left over be-.ches
Rod ond Yellow, met only light fire in the vicinity of the be.ches. In
accordance with busic plan they novea r.pidly inl.nd to the North, Zust .nd
"iget wnd by 1230 hud occupied sll phee. one objectives. The 2/7 Cuv.lry
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Commcndo Squadron which wus :lso l.nded over Green Onc pushed e:.stward along
the highway with Seppingg ng .irficld «s the objective, ind crossad the
Klendassen River before being held up by fire fron six he.vy m.chinc guns
north of the airfield.

16. On Fox D.y & tot:l of 10,500 assault troops, 700 vericles and 1950 tons
of stores was landed over the very mediocre beaches. 4 5 to 4 foot surf
further impeded unloading both on the beach «nd by the ramp to rump method
necess.ry for cle.ring L:Ts into ICTs «nd LCls. Some progress was m.de in
the placing of the pontoon causeways both for single IST unloading points
and for the pontoon dock. The beaci: was cluttered with logs and fragments
from the beach defenses demolished by the Underwater Demolition Teams.

First returning echelon of 3 ILSI, 1 AKA, 1 LSD and 3 4PD was unloaded and
departed at 19301,

17. Progress of the troops inland although rapid at first soon met stif-
fening resistunce from prep.red tunnel defenses, revetted batteries and
defended positions employing trenches .nd pill boxes. ffective fire sup-
port was rendered by cruisers .nd destroyers both day and night. ..rtil-
lery which had becn landed in pre-loaded DUK's at HALO minutes was emplaced
and ready to coumence registration fire by HA140. Primary air support was
by groups of six B-24s on st.tion at two hour intervals. By nightfull all
F Day phase lines had becn reached leaving sowme pockets surrounded for l.ter
clean up. The General Officer Conmanding 7th sustraliazn Division, aIF,
Major Generzl Nilford assumed conm.nd ashore at 1900I, 1 July 1945.

18, Consolid.tion of the beachhced, steady advances by the troops ashore
and intensified unloading activity continued on succeeding days, On 2 July
all second phase lines were occupied and advances made to eastwurd beyond
Seppinggang air strip., Unloading continued slow duc to rough water and the
necessity for shifting pontoon dock 400 yurds to custiard on discovery of

a shoal in approach arca tou doek. Cruiser Division Twelve which had heen
in the arc. since F-16 was relicved .nd departed for Leyte. One 3-24 with
air observer und onc P-38 werc lost to a4 fire. Second returning cchslon
of unlowded ships (22 LSk, 1o LCI, 7 LST) departed at 19001,

19. In the early worning of 3 July two enemy flo.t pl.nus approuched the
area, presumably on reconnaissance. Night fighter from CVu shot down one

of thesc plancs. First reinforeing convoy arrived and cornmenced unlocding.
52 planes froi the Iscort Carricr Group made & hcavy strike in the laté
afternoon on enemy concentrations .nd supply dwiaps north of Seppingg.ng.
This strike caused appreciuble datuge in the arce und o xploded an ammuni-
tion dump. This group w.s relieved of responsibility for air protection of
the ure. .t 18301 and departed for Leyte. Consider: ble improvement wus
noted in unlouding «8 a totul of 13,260 tons hud been unloaded by the after-
noon of 3 July.

20. The Fourth of July witnessed addition 1l advences along the coustul
arec, the cupture of the hungg.r air strip .nd subsequent hulting of the
advance by enemy heavy artillery und mschine gune puplaced in the hills to
the northe.st of the strip. 4830 tons of wvehiclus und stores wore unloaded
during the twenty=four hour period. Beuch obstuclos opposite Sepinggang

18
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air strip were demolished by Underwuter Demolition Team 11 to pernit the
construction of &« pontoon causew.y for unloading heavy znginccring equip-
ment dircct to the linding field.

21, The period 5-7 July inclusive w.s devoted to continuing unlouding on &
twenty-four hour busis and rurther advances ashore, (m 5 July, precedad
by bomb.rdment fiom one ciuiser, two desiroyers ad C artillery, Cape
enadjam on thc west side of Ruiikpepan Buy was carturced in the afternoon
without opposition, by shere to shore movemert in LVls and LCGis. Call fire
missions bota day .nd nisht were exscuted b eru 8, d and close
supnort crafu pariicularly in the crca ©o the nort £ ng ard %o
the northeast of usrgser wir strips. Balikpapin Town = 3 completoly
clsered on the fif%h, A single plene flev ovor the bee
the merning of 5§ Jnly deopping two smayl bombs in the bivoua
two men., ‘thore wac no combut sir patryel on station ut thne tdme
swoeping contimied throuzhout the pericd with primery c
ance »f u chunnel into ‘tuc horbor. Iighteen moorcd min
section of thc chunnel cleng . 2000 yurd stretch.

22, Coumcnder T.sk Group 78.2 deport:d from the B.likpap.n crea
on T July in SPENC 'R (0G0 3¢) for Muni ¢ Commendor €
mpi:ibicus Forze. Cepbiin 8. W Groy, U.S.N., with designation of CiG 76.6

m

bocoming the STVENTH amphibious Force represcnt.tive in the uarea,
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E.. PREPARATION /ND PL.NNING.

1. Preliminary planning for this operation commenced immediately after
the receipt on 4 May 1945 of the order designating Commander Amphibious Group
EIGHT as the Commander Balikpapan Attack Group. Available information consist-
ing of Engineer's Jerrain Studies, strike photographs and basic intellignece

of the area was assembled for preliminary-study.

2. Upon release from the operation for the recapture of Mindanac on 17
May 1945, the Group Commander proceeded by air to llanila to confer with Com—
mander SEVENTH Amphibious Force; at the same time the Staff proceeded to Tac-
lcban in WiSATCH arriving on 19 May. The Group Commander returned on 20 liay.

3. The advamce planning team arrived MOROTAI in SPENCER (CGC 38) on 25
May and commenced active planning with the 7th Australian Division AIF. After
preliminary conferences with Commander SEVENTH Fleet, Commander Service Force
SEVENTH Fleet, Commander Motor Torpedo Boats, SEVENTH Fleet, and the 13tk
Army Air Force im the Leyte area, Commander .mphibious Group EIGHT and Staff
proceeded to MORQTAI in WASATCH arriving on 28 liay amd immediately commenced

detailed planning for the Balikpapan assault.

L. As plans progressed for the sweeping of the thickly sown Allied mine=-
field, it became apparent that the original allocation of 16 YUS and 4 Alis
wo be inadequate to accomplish the task in the available period. The re-
quest Wor six additional YiS equipped with magnetic sweep gear met with imme-—
diate approval; the sweepers and gear, however, could not be made available

until released from the Brunei Bay Operation., A total of 33 YlS and 3 Alis
were eventually used over varying periods.

5. A second Underwater Demolition Team was obtained from CINCPAC due to
the extent of the beach defense which required removal on the primary and
alternate beaches, Two teams required five days for the reconnaissance and
demolition operations on Klandassan, Manggar Ketjil and lianggar beaches.

6. The original Alr Support Plan provided for objective CAP and Close
Support Aircraft to be flown from the then incompleted air strip at TARAKad,
An Alternate Plan provided these two vital air operations to Le conducted
from T/WI-T/WI in case the Tarakan airstrip was not activated prior to the
required date, which proved to be the case, In spite of the earnest efforts
on the part of the air forces involved,the combination of distance (440 air-
miles) and weather prevented both satisfactory CAP and close support airewaft
operations at the objective., As soon as this became apparent, a request was
made for adivision of escort carriers to provide essential air cover for the
assault operations. Three CVEs of u&SCARDIV 22 and 27 were made available and
were present in the target area from F=1 to F £ 2 days,

7« As better photographic intelligence disclosed the presence of addition=
al gun defenses, both coastal and AA, the need for a larger gunfire support
group was indicated, also a greatly increased supply of 6" and 5" ammunition
over that which could be carried in the ammunition LST provided. These needs
were adequately filled by TG 74,1 (SHROPSHINs, HOBART, ARUNTA, HART, IETCALF,
EDWIN A. HOVARD) on 27 June and TG 74,3 (NASHVILL&, PHOENIX, CLVLAND, a. W,
GR/NT, KILLEN, CHARRGTTE, BELL, WALLsii, CONNOR) on 30 June., Additional ammmni--
tion was sent forward in POINSETT (1900 rounds 6", 8000 rounds 5") and FS 764

I=-15 ' 2[)
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(4000 rounds 6" MC).

8., 1In srite of the many natioralities and militery services involved
in this opera.’zicn there was little AAfr culbty experierced in lne preparation
and planning for this operation. Iinor differences in organization and
methods of ope-ation were quicily adjusted by adoption of tae other's ideas,

or, when necessary, by compromise.
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F. REHE\RSAL,

1, Rehearsal for the B.lik.a.an Ogerution uas conducted on the east coast
of MOROTAI in iha vi einity of ths MIRI DRiver. Muthority to use the area for
this purpcse was cbituined fwem the Iglend Commender, Co G. 9ord, 14w
Division and WI7i. Aszurances were [ .1 natives would be clea:

the viednit; on the redoarsel cute %o permutb a limited Pre-assaull bomb-
vdment and rocket toarage,

2, AJunits sch e(’ 112d for the essauvlt echelon parficipated in this vl
scale rshearsul. srtie wes mede fvom MORCTAT wnchorage on the aftersoon of
23 June and the r'shc, rsal landing wes made on the morning of 24 Juae with "H
Hewr 090CI.

kPR b schedlﬁ.ed wa.vma (17) werc formed and dispatched from the linz of
departure. Only “ho LiTs ach wslly, Jdended, ul" cleer waves ‘tlﬂ‘bm& of f just
sliort of the Lesul. Troops were leared into %he boals erd disemiaried upon
return to pare:wt shipe

ko Transport, areas, approac "1 lane and 'Lim cf‘ 'lewrtvre were identical
Witch those of tha raguvlar land ”1‘0' N ¥ 08 ‘3 fron the """'""Jh i‘ollo\r,'g)1

by a change to the westward whisza si:'a o oed =ii kpagan Ay reatt. Due to
ah"u J2 vy 1ate’ in amdv g a

a’lverse currets ths "'r-azwt e:mo,.,cn W
the deployuien’s pointe H ronr was Jed 4 to CP0C which permitted

exact duplicatioa of scheiide for

cessavy as the rosult of the rehearsal,

iy everuhad by all cone

the situstion wenh off
5 of the operation

ded down to the

5. Only miner arhus*’ncnt« were re
a8

The xc,,u. yment, n.de part i in derigoess, was smart
cernec. The Cfn'Jh.("lﬁ(i ‘“m tmovemsnts nocessziteted by

without erreow, This t ':‘" ) s g, % careful s
plen and a i of co end instructions which e

coxawaing of individval boe.gs.

6. Ugon ecom.letion of the rehearsal, units returned independently to
assisned anchovages at LCRUTAL.
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PART II

CHRONOLOGICAL <ECCKD OF EVINTS

4 May 1945 (F-58)

Flagship (WASATCH (AGC 9))anchored in POLLOC HARBCR, PARANG, KINDANAO, F.I. con-
tinuing, for recapture of Eastern MINDANAO, operations with X Corps.

Comma:ider Amphiibious Group ZIGHT (Rear admiral A. G. Noble, USN) de.ignated as
BALIKPAPAN Attack Group Commander by Commander SEvINTH Amphibious Force.

5-12 May 1945 (F-57 to F-50)

Despatch received stating that target date for BALIKPAPAN changed irom 28 June to
1 July. Tentative date to be confirmed later. Preliminary studies and planning
commenced .

14-16 May 1945 (F-49 to F-46)

Preliminary planning continued.

17 Nay 1945 (F-45)
Rear Admiral A. G. Noble, USN, left PiR.NG by air at 1330 for conference with
Commander SEVINTh Am_hibious rorce in M:.NILA. Administrative Command, Amphibious

Group EIGHT, remained in U.S | AoxTCH. WASATCH, escorted by LELAND E. TH(VAS
(DE 420), left PARANG for LEYTE at 1900.

18 May 1945 (F=4k)
0800 Position: lat, 07-02 N, Long. 121-46 E.

1200 Position: Lat, 07-59 N, Long. 121-53 E.

2000 Position: Lat. 08«55 N, Long. 123-38 E.

19 May 1945 SF-LBZ

0800 Fosition: Lat. 10=32-15 N, Long., 125-23-15 &.
1058  WASATCH arrived and anchored TOLOSA, LEYTE, P.l.

20 May 1945 (F-42)

Rear Admiral A. G. Noble, USN, returned at 1130 from MANILA conference. Com7thFlt
OpPlan No. 1l-45 received and becéme eifective tor planning and preliminary employ-
ment of forees.

21=23 May 1945 (F-41 to F=39)

flanning team departed from LEYTE aboard the SPINCER (CGC=36) for MOROTAI at 1600
,} May for advance planning with the 1st Australian Corps and the 7th australian
Jivision for the ecoming operation. 23

II-1
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Q)5 ( Fa3s

1045 (¥-38)

Confereice hisdld with Commander Motor Torpedo Boats, SEVINTH Fleet aboard the
re urding .articipation of iotor Torpede Boats in coming operation.

34y (£=30)

R

Peceived Com7thPhibFor OpPlan No. 12-45 which became eifective for
oLinning upon receipt.

WAS~TChH, escorted by KEY (DE 348), departed TOLCSA, LAYTE, P.I., for
MOROTAI, Y.E.I. tor staging and preparation for coming operation.
Position: Lat. 09-47 N, Long 126-25 E.

s,

27 Moy 1945 (F=335)

Conair7thi 1t requested to destroy a net tending tug sighted et objective area
Thoughit poseibly to be layin, mines and cons.ructing oif shore underwater
cle funses,

0s00 Positions Lat. 06=56 I, Long. 127-29 L.
1200 Positions Lete 05-59 N, Long. 127-43 E.
2000 rosition: Lat. O4=14 N, Long. 12d4-37 L.

23 Vay 1945 (F=34)

ECo Position: L.t. 0l=55 N, Long. 127-28 E.
1000 AcaTCL arrived and anchored L «Clals

1430 Commender, ampbibious CGroup LIGLT conferrved with General O.ficer
Commending, SLVINTH australian Division on coming cperations

Conference held with GOC, lst australian Corps and GUC, 7th australian Divisien.
N derinite decision reached at the conierence concerning the excet location of

the .:nuing veiches in the objeclive arca, ComPhibGrp & requested that a repre-
sertative 0i ComairTthFlt be sent to ).CHCTal for conference on air searehes.

<0 Ly 1963 (F-32)

brrerit, targets furnished to Tosl aiter conference .ith GOC, 7th australian
Pavisrers Cem7thphibFor requested to meke 6 Y)'Ss availeble in reserve at Tall
MWl to be colled forvard vo vhe objective arca in case minesweepers were

¢ ng@c LU in pre=aseault sweeping at the objective arca, Services of a degaucsing
offiver were cequesied to check all Yce asaigsned to roming lpﬁr.'it.]'on_.

11 -2 - 24
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PART 1I -« Chronological Record of Events (Cont'd)
31 May = 5 June 1945 (F-31 to F-26)

Planning conferences held between members of the Staff of PhibGrp 8 and Staff, 7th
Australian Division.

6 June 1945 (F-25)

Draft of Naval concept oi operation delivered to General Officer Commanding, lst
australien Corps.

7 June = 10 June 1945 (F-24 to F-21)

Confercnce held ashore on 7 June with lst australian Corps, 7th Austrelian Division
and HahF. agreement reached on all major questions presented. Commander, Allied
Naval Forces informed of agreement. General Officer Commanding, lst australian
Corps iniormed that the target dete (1 July) would be met by the allied Naval Forces.

11 June 1945 (F=-20)

ComPhibGrp 8 CpPlan No. 6-45 distributed and became eifective upon receipt for
planning. Convoy 02-x (Mincsweeping Elements) sailed from MORQTAI at 0800 to
rendezvous with CruDiv 12 (Support end Covering Group), both due to arrive objective
area 15 June to begin pre-asszult sweeping of minefields,

12-15 June 1945 (I'=19 to F-16)

SULiLRY REPORT OF s(TIVITY AT OBJECTIVE nREA

Pre-assault minesweeping begen 15 June in objective aree in accordance with plan.
Swept 6,000 yard lane, working North to Lat. Ol-14-05 S, Long. 117-17-05 E and

then back to point O~KL.MND, aree RED GOX swept for moored znd acoustic mines. All
results negative, no casualties. Four P-38s reported for CeP and remcined on sta-
tion 20 minutes. Communication with CaF good, but difficulty experienced getting
other planes entering arce to answer upe. In afterncon bogey tracked in irom 240%T
for distance sbout 60 miles on course 060°T. No IFF nor .nswer on any frequency.
arca overcast and pline could not be sven., st 1447 tired on plene using radar
control. Shortly after opening fire, plane came in sight. IFF came on and fire
ceased when plane recognized ae B-24, Uneble to communicete with plene at any time.
Within half hour, 2nd B-24 came #n on sume bearing; «lso unable to establish
communication or see Ii'l', but held fire and plane was finally identified as a B=24
at & range of only 8,000 yurds because of clouds. wilowing a plane to close to
this range is dangerous. Noon strike ctused fires, resulting in heavy smoke.
ftes.lts of aamege unknown., No enemy air scen, CaP reported one SC anchored and
two motor launches underway in BaLIKPaP.N, Veather: MNostly cloudy all day.
Intermittent rein early aiternoon clearing later. Sea ealm, &t 1930 wind south

10 kuots., Temperature 82, humidity 92 per cent. Pressure 1008.5, visibility

10 miles, elouds 6/10ths. &t point OxKL.ND current 030 at 2.5 knots at 1500 I.

25




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

CCNFIDENTIAL
P4RT II - Chronological Record of Events (Cont'd)

16 June 1945 (F-15)
Caml3thairForce notified thet current situation required that night cover be pro-

vided at opbjective area.

SU:LaRY REPORT OF «#CTIVITY AT CBJICTIVE ~REa

Sweeping work in areas RED SQX and C~RDINALS completed. Results negative. CaP

on station from 0920 to 1000 and 1315 to 1645. No enemy eir encountered. Possible
one Jup plane lunded BALIKPhP:N at 2000 I, &s bogey orbited «nd appeared to land
there. CuP reported four small craft and one barge underway et BELLIKPAPLN; also
one ship from 6000 to 8000 tons with bow above water burning in harbor. CLP drew
nk fire from beach. &t 1400 I, two large columns of smoke seen in BALIKPLPAN.
Weather: WLind 175 degrees 13 knots. Distant lightning. Scattered cumulus.
Cciling unlimited, visibility 20 miles. Preussure 1009 MB. Temperature R2, Sea

light.

17 June 1 F-

Com7thPhibFor OpPlan No. 12-45 beccme effective for operation.
SUML.RY REPO2T OF .CTIVITY AT OBJECTIVE .REA

Sweeping results negative. Fired 36 six inch HC at long renge for harassing

effect and familiarization of plane spotters viith terrain. Cruiser plenes did

not close beach too c¢lose and were not iired on. Noted own bombers using "window"
over BaLIKP~.P.N. Observed several columns of smoke from town. Fires visible 30
miles during night on retirement. Jip plene (Irving) bearing 240°T closed to
within 11 miles, made short recconnuiscance wnd deperted to Southwest «t 1110 I.
CwP irom 1300 to 1500 and 1700 to 1830 I. Pilot reported attacking possible sub-
marine Lat, 00=50 S, Longe 117-30 E in morning. Further survey by pilot says he
saw oil arter attack. Lame plene reported noon today observing three unexplained
underwater explosions ¢t Lat., O01-L0 S, Long. 117-30 E. Indications sre Japs have
tigured BaLIKPaP.N ¢ next on our list «nd established small sub base near mouth of
MOEaBA or KOEIEI River. Lstablished local a/SP by cruiser plenes as a prec:utionary
measure. From 2000 I to 2053 I, three raids, total scven plines, dropped seven
bombs in general area between cruisers cnd minesweepers, No damage. Weeather:
Heze, visibility 8 miles. ocattered cumulus at 3,000, .4 alto stratus, Ceiling
unlimited, Pressure 1008.5 MB., Temperature 86. Sea slight. Wind 180 degrecs

11 knots.
18 June 1 F=1

ComPhibGrp 8 departed i 0R0TaI tor MaNIL. via air to confer with Com7thPhibFor. GOC
lst australizn Corps notified that the nitack Group was re.dy to meet the target
dey (1 July). Conference held with 13th air Force on air support for UDT work in
cbjective area, Heavy encrusted spherical mine (3 fect in Dia.), without horns,
destroyed in MORCT.I herbor in the vicinity of KOKOJ. Isl:nd., Evidence of increased

Japanese aircrait activity reported on J.Va.
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Pre-assault minesweeping progressin; according to schedule, YMS 50 damaged by
Allied magnetic mine and shore gunfire, estimated to come from three inch guns
with two firing at a time. Crew rescued. After unseccessful attempt to tow out
of danger it was necessary to sink TS 50 by gunfire as she was drifting towards
the beach. Sank in 53 fathoms of water. Recommendation made to Army to give

riore bombing to BALIKPAPAN Town area from tops of hill line to seaward. Gunfire
at YMS 50 not tecimpressive, but difficult for cruisers to silence because of
range and difficulty in securing exact location. On first daily approach to area,
enemy sets off large smudge fires to conceal vital areas by smoke. By time
cruisers are in position, and before planes arrive on station, smoke is very thick
DINVLR plane dameged by AA fire. At 1451 I, one Jap (Dinah) plane closed formatim
but retired after being taken under fire. CAP consisted of 4 P-38s from 1515 to
1550 and 1 P-61 from 1650 to 1924, Total CAP station time of 12 hours since
operation started five days ago. At 1830 I, bogey (Pete) picked up and CAP vector-
ed to intercept. From about 1850 I to 1915 I, Pete circled formation in plain .
si_ht and P-6l trailed astern. At 1920 I, Pete lost overlind and P-61 ordered to
return to base because of low gas supply. Ueather: Wind 12 knots from 165°T,
Visibility 10 miles. Pressure 1008.2 1B, temperature 84 degrees. Two tenths
cumulus 3000 feet five tenths, alto stratus 1500, Sea slignt.

19 June 1945 (F-12)

Arrivals HNKS TROMP. One high speed bogey closed formation in forenoon, but not
sighted visually. No.CAP on station. Sweepers fired on by three inch guns now
definitely located. One enemy radar heard working today with characteristics
107/500/25, believed to be on SIGNAL HILL as this corresponds eloscly with
characteristics of radar given by Intelligence Annex., No deaths as a result of
mining of YMS 50 yesterday. Four serious and seven ambulatory eases transferred
to the MONTPELIEZR. One large fire seen in ares from 25 miles out on retircment
at dusk. Definitely cstablished that enemy started large smoke screen cover on
approach of our ships and plancs in the morning to cover vital installations in
B+LIKP\PAN Town Area., Woather: Hoze visibility 12, Secattered cumulus at 3500,
One tenth alto stratus. Ceiling unlimited. Pressure 1007.5 mbs. Temperature 86
degrees. Sea slight. 'iind 180 degrecs, 1l knots.

20 Jupng o

Convoy ORE and 02-G (combined), including YIS 9, daparted HOROTAI at 1800 I for
objective area, ComPhibGrp 8 returned from conference with Com7thPhibFor at M'NILA
and boarded the /.5 .TCH at 1200, ComCruDiv 12 advised that no ®lcse support Besu-
fightcrs would be available ot objoetive arca until activation of TARAKAN Airstrip,
date of which is indefinite, Report recuived that enemy plancs are beginning to
become more active in the objective area, and requested better air coverage be
piven tho operation., Air cover for objeetive area reported as unsatisfactory to
Avtes  Adrersft unahle to reach cbjective area due to poor wenther conditicns and
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SiNGA SANG, sirstrip being inoperative due to excessive rain. CAP for night of
20-21 June weathered out. ComCruDiv 12 at objective area notified that landing
plan would be adhered to; if necessary, tempo of minesweeping nust be accclerated
to permit Fox Day on 1 July,

SULLEARY REFORT OF ACTIVITY AT OBJECTIVE ARGA

Harrassing fire maintained. At 1520 I, ENMS TROMP dropped depth charges on sound
contact, later evaluated as probable hulk, At 1522 I, YMS 368 detonated Allied
mine; lost magnetic sweep, some hull leaks and gyro out. Two stretcher and one
ambulatory cases transferred to DENVER., One bogey snooped formation from position
“over land from 1912 to 2015. CAP from 1650 to 1900 I. During retirement, eight
large columns of smoke with one large 0il t-onk fire seen as result of Army bombings
Weather: %ind 180 degrees 9 knots, Secattered cumulus at 3000, Ceiling unlimited,
visibility 12 miles, pressure 1010,5 MBS, temperature 81 degrees., Sea slight.

21 J F-1

COLUMBI/ (CL 56, escorted by SCHMITT ('FD 76), with UDT No, 18 embarked, departed
LOROTAI for BALIKE.PAN, Urgent dispatch received from CIG 7442 requesting that
afternoon strikes bomb guns as primary target. Guns int erfering with minesweep=
ing and proving difficult for ship's suns to neutralize, This request passed
immediately to .d RAGF Com LIOROTAI by officer messenger for action,

LGiGRY RGPORT OF /\.CTIVITY ..T OBJECTIVE LR

C.iP situation improvew, Oil tanks on fire and large column of smoke as results

of air bombing. Sweepers still being fired on; unable to neutrnlize guns from
ships due to long range because of shoals and minefields. Requested air force

try to neutralize same. Shore batteries opened fire on sweepers three times
disrupting sweeping twice. Due to demaged magnetic cable, plus one jettisoned

to avoid gun fire, only six serviceable magnetic sweepers on hand. ilinesweeping
results negntive. Channel buoys planted. YMS 335 hit by enemy shell causing four
deaths and 6 wounded, Material damage confined to forecastle and three inch gun,
It required 1347 rounds of six inch, 270 rounds of 5.9 inch and 451 rounds of five
ineh projectiles to hold Jap batteries down enough to push sweepers through.

Smoke from bombing and smoke fires set off by enemy makes locations of guns diffie
cult, Ordered LST 67 to report to objcetive area for ammunition replenishment.
Weather: linds 5 knots from 175, Nine tenths alto cumulus at 30,000, Visibility
15 miles, Temperature 82 degrees. Pressure 1011,5 iiBs Sen moderate to calm,

J Fa

Completed embarkation of army personnel aboard ships for rchears~l 24 Junc.
Condition three (darken ship) set on all ships in MOROT.I harbor at 2340,

arrivals SENTRY, SCOUT, YMS 39, 314, 365 and LSk 1, Sweeps fired on twice. YUS
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10 holed slightly above water line by estimated three inch shell Ne personnel
casualtics. Lost two mere megnetic sweeptails in afternoen's wark. Cruiser avaiters
fired on by AA just before shore batteries opened on sweeps. 'No new batterics
sighted. No begies., CAP situatien better. Japs apparently legging arrivals and
departures of CAP by their radar. Upon rctirement, oil fires estimated te be 800
tn» 1000 feet high were visible as a result of Army bambing.

June 1445 (F-8

0342 Conditien RED at MOROTAI. General Quarters seunded. Two enemy planes raided
MOROTAI. Appraached on course CLOPT at 2200 feet, no visual sighting due

to overcast.,

B SN
2

0346 Enemy planes drepped bombs off shore to eastward ef harbor; no damage.
Planes rotired reverse of approach course,

0405 Secured from General Quarters,
1000 Bmbarked Staff of 7th Australian Division abmard WASATCH for rehearszl.
GOC, 7th australian Division, arrived sboard Flagship for rehearsal.

Cemmenced sortic af rehoars:1l group for efficial rehearsal at MIRI RIVER,
Last eocast Of LOROTAI.

Flagship (..SATCH), with ComPhibGrp 8 as OTC aboard, underway for rehearsal.

Flagship passed thraugh point ABLE, set fleet course and axis 281°T, speed
8 knots.

Changed fleet course and axis to 349°T.
Flagship passed through point .LVIN.

Completed sortiec of rchearsal graup.

Formed Cruising Disposition ONE. Fleet caurse and axis 349€T, speed ef guide
5 knots.

Changed fleet speed to 07 knnts.
Changed floet course and axis e 342°T.
Changed fleet course and axis to 035°T.
Chunged fleet spoed to 073 knots.

Position: Lat. 02-32 N, Long, 28-10 E.
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2100 Changed flest course and axis to 070°7.

2347 Changed flect course and axis to 090°T,

SUMIARY REPORT OF ACTIVITY »T OBJECTIVAE AREA

irrival CHEPATCHET (40 78), THOMAS (DE420), COLUMBLA and SCHMITT (APD 76).
Dopartures YMS 335 with damagod YiiS 368 in tow., CHEPATCHET completed fueling all
units, Shore batteries opened fire three times, firing on DENVER at 0835 I, but
short by about 4 or 5,000 yards. Shore batteries fired twice on sweeps, quickly
smothored by counter battery firc, YMS 364 hit by three inch projcctile in chart
house, projectile did not explode. Perscnnel recovered projectils and threw over
the side. No casualties, YNS 364 still operative, Four mental patients transferred
to CHEPATCHET, Shortage of magnetic sweeping gear still mest criticel. faetor.of
opcration, New shore batteries revealed themselves tod:y. Six inch selvy irem
HONTPELLIZR hit magazine which initiated a series of vielent explosions cnd flames
up to 200 foet lasting intormittently until 2130 I. Harassing bembardment ¢nd
eounter bettery fire very offective. Shore batteries quickly silenced, No RED
alerts. ileather: Wind 18 knots from 210°T. Pressure 1009 MBS. Temperature 89
degrees. 6/10th alto cunulus cstimated 8000 foet, Scattered cunulus at 3000.

Visibility unlimited., Sea slight.
Jung 1 F=7
0045 Changed fle.t course and axis $o 130°T.
0120 Changed fleet speed to 08 knots.
Changed flee$ course and axis to 180°T.
Chenged flest specd to 083 knots.
General (uarters far dawn alert.
Ghenged flect course and axis so 210°T,
Signal given to deploy, proceeding as schaduled on rehe:rsel plan,
Decision made to delay H Hour 30 minutes until 0900 due to :dverse currents

delaying rehears:l group. This permitted timing to coineide with thet
scheduled for actual assault,

liehearsal successfully completed with all waves on schedule.

Flagship underway fram rehearsal area to anchorage at MOROTAI, Other units
proceading independently to ancherage on eompletion of rehearsal,

WhSKTCH arrived and anchored at LOROTAI.

qo6, Tth australisn Dvision left Vi.SLTCH.
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1700 Com7thPhibFor and Cemmander, BiLIKPaP.N attack Force (Vice admiral
D. E. Barbey, USN) arrived MOROT.I and cmbarked temporarily in the WASATCH.

SUMMLRY REPORT OF ACTIVITY ..T OBJECTIVE .REi

arrivals, KLINE (4PD 120), MANGO (aN 24), LCS(L) 27, 28, 30, 41, 43, 44, 48 and 88,
YMS 9, LST 67 and BELL (DD 587). Departures none. Mincsweeping satisfactory, no
interruptions. No mines swept. IEnemy activity confined to Aa fire, Bombers gave
cxcellent coverage. Good CaP cover and no bogies. COLUMBIA (CL 56) and DENVER
(CL 58) obtained direct hits on enemy as positions and coast defensc guns respec-
tively, Vecather: wind 180 degrecs 10 knots., Pressure 1010,1 MBS. Temperaturc

€2 degrees, A4/10ths cumulus at 2500 feet, 3/10ths alto cumulus above 1000 feet.
Visibility unlimited. Sca calm.

25 Junc 1945 (F-6)

Transport Unit conducted embarkation drill teday to insure axpeditious cmbarkation
of troops and landing boats.

0920 Conference held aboard WaSaTCH of all Unit Commanders, Commanding Officer
and Staff members of tho 7th australian Division and Task Group 78.2 in
which a detailed briofing of tho operation was given.

Press confercnce hold aboard WaSaTCH for all war Correspondents and Public
Relations Officers aseignud to this operation.

Com7thPhibFor and Commander, BuLIKP.Pill attack Force (Viece .dmiral D. E,
Barbey, USN) and Staff prescnt, transferred to the USS PHOENIX (CL 46),
where he hoisted his flag as Com7thPhibFor and Commander, BLLIKPAPaN uttack
Forec, YMS 11, 72, 97, 197 and 336 dirccted to procecad direct to the
objeetive arca from LEYTE.

i#dRiwFCom advised that the break in the BALIKP4PAN oil line should be
accomplished prior to F=2 Day.

SULMARY REPORT OF 4wCTIVITY ..T OBJECTIVE ..REi

arrivals none, doparturcs BELL (DD 587) and LST 67. 4ll 5 inch and é inch aboard
LST 67 removed prior to hor departurc, iidnosweeping satisfactory. Four mines
ewept. [Enomy shore batteries opencd fire twice, six shells falling short of E.TON
(DD 510). ut 2030 I, ships under atlack by cstimated 5 to 7 torpedo plancs, CONY
reportud one torpedo passed within 100 yards. Three plencs roported shot down by
Mincsweeping Group (COFER splashed 1, SINTRY 1, unknown YMS 1). ut 2046 I, attack
overs No CaP on station at time of attack. UDT No. 11 made roconnaissance of
MaNGGAR Beachs No boach mines found. Underwator scarch handicapped by muddy
water. No beach found suitable for LST landings. Beach uxits believed poor;
underwator obstacles of light construction but numerous. Enemy porsonnel on beach,
but opposition light. Pormission roquested and obtainod to blast gap in obstacles
in MANGGWR beach area. UDT No. 18 unable to exactly locate boach at MuNGGaR=-KETJIL
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P

duc to smoke from extremely heavy oil fircs which obscured entire apga. Weather:
Wind 6 knots from 180°T. Pressure 1009.1 MBS. .Temperature 8 degregs, .6 cumulus
at 3000 feet. Scattered cumulus at 3000 feet. Visibility unlimited. Sea Calm.

26 Junc 1945 (F=5)

0900

General Sir Thomas Blamey, Commander in Chief, austyalian Military Forces,
accompenied by General Offiter Commanding, lst australian Corps; Gencral
Officetr Commending, 7th australian Division; and Commander amphibious
Gropp EIGHT inspccted troops embarked in the MaNOORs, KoNIMBL.4 and wES-
TRALIA ;

Transport Unit held cmbarkation drill to ihsure cxpeditious embarkation
of troops and landing boats,

Commenced sortic of assault forees from MOROTAI with plans and dates for
the BALIXPiPulN operation unchanged.

CTG 76.13 designated representative of CIG 78.2 at LIOROTAI.

Flagship passcd through point .BLE. Sortic of ussault Group complcted on
schedule.

Formation formed Cruising Disposition UNE; fleet course and axis 349°T,
spced 05 knots.

Scereen commenced practicing s firing.
Flect speed increascd to 073 knots.
NEWLLN (4PD 59) joined formation.
Sercen completoed practicing as firing.
Changed fleot course and axis to 340°T.

Strike photographs dropped by plane, picked up by FLUSSER and delivercd to
the WS ITCH .

Changed floet coursc and axis to 295°T,
Position: Lat. 02-38 N, Long. 127=55~40 L.
Changed flect spced to 08 knots.

Changed fleet coursc and axis to 270°T

Change lNo. 4 to ComPhibGrp 8 OpPlan was disscminated by visual dispatch to
all ships in the formation. ill be delivered to balance of holders of
ComPhibGrp 8 OpPlan No. 6-45 in the objective arca., ComisCarGrp 12, with
ComCarbiv 27, left LEYTE for rendozvous with ComCruDiv 15, .11 scheduled
to arrive objective arca at 0700 I, F-1 Day (30 June).

32
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An firing and also prabably coast defense guns,reported. Late photographs identify
coast deftnse guns as probable 5 inch, ComCruDiv 12 requested that these guns be
designated as targets for scheduling of air strikes. YMS 365 exploded allied
influence mine and sank, Entire crew rescued, 6 seriously injured. YiS 39 ex-
ploded allied influence mine directly underneath her and sank in less than one
minute. Threc killed, seven seriously wounded, no report received on missing.
Ratio of ships damaged to allied magnetic mines swept is one ship for cach three
mines. SCUFFLE (aM 298) and YMS 196 arrived, departures none. No opposition to
minesweeping this date, but the progress of sweeping was very slow due to the
apalling number of sweep gear and operational casualties. Number of minesweepers
actively cngaged very low and constitute a critical factor in scheduled sweeping.
One coast defense gun with large earth emplacement and one heavy as position were
destroyed by our heavy units. Six moored mines and three other types swept. UDT
No. 11 at MuNGGsR blasted gap through underwatcer obstacles to high water mark
estimated 800 yards wide., Continued scarch for beach mines negative. Seaward

face of anti-tank ditch appears as log wall backed with carth. Repid construction
of exits will require bulldozer work. In simultaneous operation, UDT No. 18 on
1ibNGGUR-KETJIL blasted gap through underwater obstacles to high water mark estimate
650 yards wide. Scarch for land mines negative. Beach proper is extremely narrow
and very firm. No beach suitable for LSTs. Found good exits on right and left
flanks, other exits blockcd by heavy undergrowth, Surf 15 yards off shore two feot
high at 10 sccond intorvals. Heavy wis fire from left flank of beach. Bridge over
1aNGGAR-KSTJIL reported destroyed. llo casualties. Difficulty in locating exact
beaches continues, Landmerks not visible at 1000 yards due to smoke from fires.
Weather: wind 220 degrees 12 knots. lioderate thunder showers. Pressure 1010.8
MBS, Temperature 79 degrees. Clouds 10 tenths cumulus, nimbus visibility 2 miles,

Sca choppy with white caps.
27 June 1945 (F=4)
0652  LCI(FF) 789 reported cngine casualty.

0705  LCI(FF) 789 taken in tow by LCI 624.

0800 Position: Lat. 02<30 N, Long. 126=22 L.

1025  LCI(FF) 789 effected engine ropairs and returned to station in formation.

1200 Position: Lat. 02<34 N, Long. 126-01 L.

1324 Changed fleet course and axis to 250°7.

1551  Changed fleet speed to 83 knots.
a current estimate of the situation which included all factors invelved
in the operation was made. a8 a result of this cstimate the decision was

reached to proceed in accordance with basic plan,

PC 610 transferred passenger with symptoms of acute appendieitia from
ISi 310 to MaNOORAs
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Position: Lat. 03-30 N, Long. 125-04=30 E.
Changed fleet course and axis to 270°T.

SUMMARY REPORT OF ..CTIVITY »T OBJECTIVE 4R

arrivals ComRaNCruRon in SHROPSHIRE with HOBiRT, aRUNTa, HaRT, METCALF, EDVIN a.
HOwiRD, ComMTBRon 10 jn LOBJ.CK with 8 lLiotor Torpedo Boats. Departures none. Pre-
liminary underwater paconnaissance mude of KLaNDuSAN Beach. Casualties low and
none serious. YMS 315 inoperative due to generater trouble. Onc magnctic mine
cxploded; one floating mine destroyed by gunfire. Small amount of firc from beach
quickly silenced. COLUMBI4 plane kit by aa fire. Pilot suffered slight wound.
PT Patrols establjshed. No Red alerts. Weather: wind 240 degrees 9 knots. Six
tenths cumulus at 2000 fcet, scattered alto cumulus above 10,000. Pressurc 1009.9
LBS. Temperatuge 62 degrees. Visibility 12 miles. Sea moderate.

28 June 1945 ['~~3)

0800 Posj%ion: Lat, 02-30 N, Long. 123-24 E.
0840  Changed fleet speed to 0735 knots.
1200 Position: Lat. 02-31 N, long. 122-56 L.

1330 Convoy 02-L departed TunwI TawI on schedule. Scheduled to join formation
on 29 June,

l'L,OO Simdated landing drill held on waSaTCH to exercisc interior communication
circuits,

1500 Communication drill completed.

1610 Commander, BaLIIPaPuN .ttack Group issued following order to all ships
present in convoy: "The wearing of lifc¢ jackets while underway in mineable
waters in the objective area is mandatory. hearing of steel helmets,
particularly below decks, is recommended as protection against head and
spinal injuries which arc most comuen type connec“%ed with mine explosions".
LST 457 dropped out of formation to effect repairs to faulty clutch.

LST 457 engine reported capable of operation. Ordered to resume station
in formation.

POINSETT (uK 205) reported for operational control by dispateh to CTG 78.2.
SC 747 reported radar out of commission and unable to make repairs,
Position: Lat. 02-30 N, Long, 122-02 L,

CHEPATCHET (a0 78) and FS 164, escorted by LELND E. THOMAS (DE 420),

34
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reported as having departed on schedule from TuWwI TawI for objective area
with fuel and ammunition replenishment.

SUMMLRY REPORT OF ACTIVITY T OBJECTIVE uREa

Report received that YMS 72, one of five YMSs cnroute to objective area from LEYTE,
ran aground and could not proceed. Notified by 419 Nightfighter Unit that C.P
scheduled for objective area and Convoy 02-I from 1700 until 2130 would not be
furnished due to bad weather conditions. MNTBs harassed MaNGG:R Beach area. Due

to insufficient time to prepare charges and to rest swimmers, demolition operations
for the 29th cancelled. ComCruDiv 12 requested that air mission in support of UDT
operations scheduled for morning of F-2 be cancelled. Two magnetic mines swept,
one of which dctonated close to YNMS 49 flooding stern compartment and injuring

ten men. ComMinesweepingUnit cestimates arca PHILLIES and GIANTS will be covered
for average of five ship counts, and that areas ATHLETICS and BEsVERS will not be
covered by F Day. Operated ships repeatedly in unswept waters to meet schedule

and furnish adecquate fire support. Enough area now swept to discontinue such
dangerous practice. Of 15 remaining YliSs, three arc inoperative mechanically,

9 can sweep magnetic mines and 3 have badly damaged cables and are being used as
moored sweepers. YMS 335 hit 21 Junc by enemy shell fire transferred all minesweep-
ing gear to LSM 1 (Tender). Entire problem of meeting target date has been lack of
ability of assigned minesweepers to cope with the allied magnetic mine. No CAP
since 1045 I. at 1140 I, bogey closed to within 28 miles. Vectored out two P-28s
from beach strike to intercept but interception failed. Bogey retired to Southwest.
LCs(L) 8, while supporting UDT operations, had one officer, four men slightly
wounded duc to cnemy fire. Hit three times by probable 3 inch shore fire. Very
little of the shore fire received was visible from fire support ships or spotting
planes. Indication mostly small caliber.

UDT Unit reconnoitercd KLullDaSaN Beach from 0815 to 0930. No land mines found.
Water still cmrky, but specific and thorough search of suspected areas in photo-
graphs revoai sl these arcas spotted with stumps of old piling. Sea bottom of firm
sand and lcoce rubble of small stones and coral, slopes gently from two fathom line
to beach and 1s not considered a hazard to hull bottoms. No unloading points for
LSTs found. Left flank YELLOW and center GREEN possible with 50 yards causeway,
but should be verified aftor assault. One fathom line averages 100 yards off-
shore, Two fathom line averages 300 yards off RED, 200 yards off YELLOW, GREEN.,
Offshore current sets Bast about onc knot. Surf 15 to 30 yards offshore three fecot
high at eight sceond intervals. almost no beach at high tide. Low bank at watcrs
iwWioe not considered obstacle to LVTs. Send back of bank is firm. Numerous cmplace-
nuints, mostly earth covered and sone concrete, near waters edge., Larger structurcs
oack of beach are in ruins, but provide good cover for personnel with small caliber
arms, Beach obstacles blown up. Good oxits along entire beach leading to road
parallel to beach 100 yards inland., Cannot estimate enemy fire due to poor visi-
bility and much of our LCS light caliber fire falling in water. Unit retired under
three inch cnemy fire. UDT No. 1l officer believed heavy mortar was three inch.
Undervator ohatanlos are mnre numnrons awl of heaviar conetruction than expectad.
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Native fishermen intercepted enroute .QELEBES reports Jap troop concentration
and b.rr.cks outside BALIKP P.N. Reported pipeline along bezch bro.ched some
months 2go in scver .l pluaeas «nd not repaired. Refining plant not in operction
since lust November, Few Japs west of bay, .1l nutives evacuated a month ago
%> 3 kilometers from coust. 'le.ther: 'lind 30 degrees 10 knots. Scattered
thundershowers. Zight tenths cumulonimbBus  pressure 1011 MBS. Temperature 80
degrees, Visibility 8 miles, Se. moder.te.

29 June 1945 (F=2)

0438  Changed flect course und uxis to 230°T,

0550 General Quarters sounded for d.wn clert,

0655 Secured from General Quarters.

0658  419th night fighter scucdron at S .NG. S.NG. advised that C.P for objective
area and C.P for all convoys cuncelled due tn unserviceubility of strip.

0800 Position: Lat. U2-18N, Long, 120-52%, Distunce to objective ares 330 miles,

0915 ALl ships in formation advised of locution of Japanese channel buoys in
BALIIPRPRN arcaq

0917 IVT wave le.ders directed to instruct drivers th.t in c se of breikdown
or d muge not to stop to help disubled LVT, as it will disorgunize that
weve .ud succeeding waves,

SC 747 reports red.r repeired and oper.tive,
iseort Caurrior Group sighted be.ring 065°T, distance 17 miles.
Changed flect spoed to 08 knote,

FLUSSTR (DJ 368) picked up lute strike photographs dropped by c.rrier
plune and delivered to 7.8 TCH.

com3sC .rOrp recucsted to be prepared to leunch strike Fox Day ot H=70
minutes in c:sc B=258 wenthored out., 8 VT und 8 Vi with maximum load of
100 1b bombs nd rockets desired., To e informed not liter thun H<120
minutes if strike is to be l.unched,

Comm nder, BALIKP.P N .ttack Force .nd Curricr Group, with cscorts, passed
form.tion enroute to objlective .re., dist.nce 1, miles, be.ring 065°T.

Positinn: Lat. 01=50 W, Iong. 120-21 &, Dist.ncz to objective .rea 291
miles.,

Tronsport Unit cdvised that 4f pupuvines <re not, affective .+ elow gpesd,
they noed not he ] nehed, 3 .
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iail and passcnger delivered aboard “L.3ATCH by DALE (DD 353).

Commander, BALIKPAPAN Attack Forec notificd that landing according to
basic plan is feasible frem 211 information rcecived.

Commander, BiLIKP.\PAN Attack Forcc roquested th-t a rceport of the gencral
situation bc forwarded tc him cvery two hours during daylight in objcctive
arca,

Convoy 02-L si:ntcd visuaelly,

Submerin; contact madc by screcon of Carricr Group. Depth cherges dropped.
Scarch mrdc with ncgative results. Evaluatced 2s non-submarine.

Hospital ship HOPE dirccted to procced to T'.1 KAN to swrit call forward
to objective arca.

FLUSSER (DU 268) dulivered photos dropped by B-25 to TAS TCH (4GC 9).
FLUSS.R (DD 368) ruswucd positicn in convoy.

Convoy 02-L joinud formation.

ok

to Task Group Commandor aboard V ASATCH.

FLUSSIR (DD 368) dulivered min.sw.uping =nd UDT roports dropped by PBY
a

FLUSSAR (DD 368) roesumed positicn in formation,

Position: Lat. 0109 N, Long. 119-50 E. Distencc to objecctive area 241

rilcs,
ROPINSON (DD 562) reporicd sound zcar inoperative.

QUi 4RY #UPOT OF 'CTIVITY T OBJICTIVS AREA

Hotor Torpcodo Roat Potrols night 28-29th ncontive. Fircd heckling rounds and
illuminated @ AGG R and (LIGGAR-KETJIL at irrcgular intervals. Slow progross
prde in mincswecping in arcas PHIILICS and INDILNS. i1l concuntrate swueping
with all aveilablc swecpere in approach lancs to beach with both moorced #nd
maznctic sucepss, Two moored mincs found v.ry closc togethor. Y'S 10, while
rocovering ccar, blew a miney discovercd ons or two morc in sweep gear., Swopt
~g8ault chonncl and roswept western half of INDI NS at 15 foot depth with ncgative
results,  Two magnotic cobles domaged. Onc Y. S with sweeping jcnorator creuslty.
wrrivels TS 65 ~nd 269. Five magnctic cobles arrived on CHIPLICHBT (40 78).
cathor; sind 07 knots. Prossu ¢ 1009.9 1835, Tampersturc 85.5%, .3 cumulus

at 3000, .4 ~1lto stratus ~bove 10,000, visibility 12 milcs. Heavy smoke over
BALIKP.FLN,

20 cune 1945 (F=1)
0800  Position: L~t, 00-09 S, Long. 118-42 E. Distanc: to objeetive area 137

miles,
37
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Changed fleet speed to Q7 knots.
Changed fleet course .nd axis to 220°T.

CLEVEL'ND (CL 55), with escorts, sighted visu.lly beering 120°T,
dist.nce 15 milcs,

All ships present in Convoy 02-I advised by Bulikpapun attack Group Com=-
mender thot ships nd cr ft nust proceed between transport cre« and
landing beaches in the buoyed eppro. ch channel bec.use cert.in urcas had
not been completely swept.

Visu.l mess.ge sent CinCS'PA (CLZV.L.kD) th.t w1l prop.rations wcre com=
pleted for comding oper-tion,

Australian army patient with symptoms of wcut. appendicitis abozrd the
LSK 15C transferred to the M NOOR. by the PC 1134.

Seven LSTs carrying pontoons dirccted to launch 14 c uscways at object-
ive area «s soon .s LCus assigned to tow huve reported, but not prior
to How Hour, and net to interferc with ass.ult wives,

Group Beachmaster, Principel Bowchm stcr and Shore Purty Commander, with
mail for delivery to ships in form.tion, tr.nsferred to FC 610 from
WiSATCH while underway.

lail for delivery to ships in formation tr nsferred to PC 1134.

Position: L.t. 0035 S, Iong. 118-20 E. Distunce to objective area
102 nmilcs.

PC 1134 and PC 610 completed m.il delivery to ships in formetion .nd
returned te st tion.

Permission grunted for em wrked troops to test-firce .utomatic we.pons,
Ch ngod fleet speed to 06 knots,
ROBINSIN (DD 562) reported unable to muke rep.irs to her son.r equipuent.

Dun buoy, with fl.g, cighted be ring 190’T, distance 7000 yards, probubly
drifted frowm BALIKP.P N.

Attuck Group Coum.nder notificd saips in the ucsault phose of the oper-
ation thut all beuch obstuclos were rauoved.

Coun7thFlt cuthorized retontion of Crudiv 12 beyond FAL day in objective
re. if loeul conditions indic ted such weticon .dviscble,

ComisC.rGrp (CTG 76.4) .ssumed responsibility for protection of BaLlk=
PiPAN arce froa oir att.ck.
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SC 747 reported radar inoperetive again snd unable to make repairs,

KLINE (&PD 120) ordered to take position ut point CUEEN by 2130 to act
as marker to assist assault echelon in making approach to objective area.

Position: Lat. Ol1-14-30 S, Long. 117-53 E. Dictance to objective area
56.5 miles.,

Changed fleet course and axis to 250°T.

Changed fleet course and axis to 272°T.

Surface target bearing 260°T, distance 24 miles.
Surfece target identified as CruDiv 12.

Task Group crossed the 100 futhom curve.

SULMARY RIPORT OF #CTIVITY »T OBJECTIVL AREA

Arrivals CLEVEL.ND, Ae We GRANT, KILLLN, CHEPATCHET, LEL~ND E. THOMAS, PS5 164,
1S 65 and 269, SUWANE, BLOCKX IOLAND, GILBERT ISL-ND, hEIM, CLOUES, I'ITCHELL,
hYNE, LaMONS, DOn~LDoClie Departures none. Motor torpedo boats patrol night
29-30 June negative.

Underwater Demolition Operation completed =t KLaNDASGAN Beach, Little Opposition.
No casuzlties. Sweeping results, one megnetic mine exploded, two moored mines
cut and destroyed. A total of 27 mines so tar removed tor this operction. Area
PHILLIES completed today for a minimum :verage of 3 ship counts. Clearance

sweep in western half INDIANS st 15 feet negatives 1ill conduct influence sweeps
of SHIEFS and INDL No tomorrow keeping clear of asscult echelons. Asszult path
to KLANDASAN Beach is rezsonably elecr. Until further sweeping is done, no

ships should enter BLAVERS, BISUNS or thut portion of GIANTS west of western lim-
it of PhILLILS or INDIsNS outside asszult lone and over 500 yards in other part
east of PHILLILS. Fueled all except two cruisers und one destroyer, Took all
anmunition from FS 164, All pre-Fox Day buoys plus J.)ALI REEF Buoy specified
in (pPlen plinteds 1eather: Vind 180 degrees 1l knots. Precsure 1009.5 MBS.
Temper=ture 84 degrees., Four-tenths heavy cumulus 2500 feet, four-tenths alto
stratus above 1000, Visibility 12 niles. Sea moderste, leek squall line pass-
ing overhead northcast to southwest moving to northwest estimated speed 10 knots.

1 July 1945 (Fox Day)

0300 Sighted fire bearing 280 degrees T, assumed to be oil iire in BALIKP.Pal.

0420 Chunged fleet speed to 07 knots.
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Changed fleet speed to 08 knots,

Sighted guide light on KLINE bearing 258 degrees T, distance approxi-
nately 12 milcs,

Executed "Deploy".

Base of o0il fire ashore greatly cnlarged.

Starshell observed over BALIKFAP.N,

Alr observer in B-24 on station,

Cruisers and destroyers commenced scheduled bombardment,

0il fire observed ashore bearing 324 degrees T.

Seccond oil fire obscrved ashore bearing 318 degrees T,

C4P (4 FLUs) arrived on station,
Splashes obscrved near the LCI(R)s.
Shore batteries active,
CONYNGH/ reports being fired upon.
DRAYTON silcnced battery firing ~t CONYNGH!Uf,

Report made to Commander, B'LIKP.P/N ittack Force that assault echelon
arrived on schedulc without ineident. How Hour confirmed as 0900,

PBY landed with Licut. General liorshead, Air Vice llarshal Bostock and
members of thedr staffs., Plane damaged hull and tail assembly on

landing.

Closs Support Unit left linec of deperturc for first run on beaches,
First rocket run completed,

Three oil tanks appear intack in cracking area, one burning,

Kepert received thot 8th wave weuld be two minuted late at line of
departure,

No movement cbserved in IT\NGGIR area or along coastal road, 041 line
appears broken and burning.

Report received CiP would be on station at 0805,

Adr observer reporte only one tank on tank plateau appears serviceahle,
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Aalr cbserver reports oil fires burning in BAiLIKP'.PaN,

0755 B-25 mission cancelled. Planes unable to meet time schedule,

0800 Rocket fire reportcd well within target area, No signs of enemy movement.

0805 Six B-24s on station.

0806 air obscrver reported Vasey Highway cut in three places by craters.
Seven o0il tanks burning. No enemy movement obscrved.

0813 21 B-24s complcted attack., Air observer reports good coverage.
0819 SKITH (DD 378) straddled twice by shore battery.
0819 Huge flames observed ashore,

0820 wir Vice liarshall Bostock, id R.ALF and General lMorshead, GOC, lst
‘wstralian Corps with members of their staffs, boarded WASATCH.

0821 CONY (DD 508) straddled by shore battery.
17 B=24s struck targets,
C.P (4 FLU) from BLOCK ISL.ND (CVE 106) on station.
SuITH (DD 378) reports batteries ashore silenced.

Gun flashes observed from shore. Ling of departurc area under fire,
Destroyer took guns under firc. Firing ceased.

Comuander Close Support Unit reports two splashes on his left flank,
Caliber about 37 mam.

First wave crossed line of deoparture,
Second wave crcssed line of departure,
Rocket fire observed striking beach.

No enemy movenient observed on valley road or Vasey Highway by air
observar,

Large fircs obscrved burning in tank area, Light return fire observed
from beaches and town arce,

Few splashes and air bursts cbserved near wave one,

First wave reported to be 1300 yards from beach,
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Considerable amount of burning oil observed flowing north from tank
plateau,

First wave fired upon from the beach,
Several splashes observed among first wave LVTs,

Air observer reports many rcckets from LCI(R)s falling 100-200 yards
short.

Smoké shells falling on GREEN Beach.

A1l scheduled pre-assault air strikes completed. Targets 2, 4, 6 and 8
reported well covered. Roeoket fire observed heavy on target apparently
spotted as an encmy machine gun nest.

Third wave crossed line of departure,

CONYNGHAM (DD 371) engacing in counter battery firec.

First wave landed RED, GR&EN and YELLOW Beachcs (5 minutes early).
Suppert craft firing on flanks of beaches.

Sccond wave landed on RID, GREEN and YZLIOW Beaches.

0il tank ashore observed bursting into flames.

Naval bombardment covering Hill 87 begun.

Fourth wave crossed line of departure.

Commender Control Unit reports LST 666 has two inoperative boats.
Commander Control Unit directcd to use wave guide boats as replacements,
Third wave landed on RED, GREEN and YILLOW Beaches. No opposition to
troops on beaches. other than intermittent gun and mortar fire which has
not caused any casualties.

Fifth wave crossed line of departure,

Support ships on left flank being subjected to aceurate mortar fire
and some small ealiber fire,

Sixth wave crossed line of departure,

Fourth wave landed on RED and YELLOW Beaches.
Fourth wave landed GRAEN Beach.

Possible oil fires observed on pipe line.
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Fifth wave lunded on RED, GREEN and YE.LO: Becches.
C & D Cos,. reported as heving reached pipe line.
Seventh wave crossed line of departure.

CONYNGH:Y (DD 371), SMITH (DD 378), and CONY (DD 508) completed scheduled
fire =nd joined screen.

Ninth weve erossed line of departure,

TROMP (HNMS) completed scheduled fire.

alr observer reports three friendly tanks on Vasey Highway.

Eighth wave crossed line of departure.

Close support creit and third wave returning from beach taken under hostile
3" fire, Splushes very close and FLUSSER (DD 368) opencd fire immediately
on these guns. No further hostile fire received.

LONTPELIER (CL 57) cecsed scheduled fire.

SC 750 moving to new position delay due to fouled anchor.

Sixth wave lended on RID, GRLEN and YELLOh Bewches.

SHAOPURIRL (HMaS) relicved CLEVILAND (CL 55) on stations all destroyers
on stotions assigned,

Five P=36s on stotion for direct support. Three have 1 x 1000 1b bombs and
two have Napalm bombs.

Sixth vwave poats reported returning to ships.
"D" Company reported phuse one line resched.

Close support eraft on left flink under intermittent 37 mm fire; also
control boats (RED and YELLOW Becches),

Commender Close Support Unit spotted mortar., Ordered his ships to knock
out mortar,

CaP (L. FhU) lett station,

SC 750 spotted severwl flashes from shore batteries, Gunboats engaging
than in counter-battery fire. [nemy sn fired ¢t plane beuring 315 degrees T

Righth wave besching.
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0928

0928
0933
0935
0935
0935
0936

0946
0948
0949
0950

STEVENS (DD 479), DENVER (CL 58), MONTPELIZF (CL 57), firing on gun which
was firing on close support craft.

Tenth wave crossed line of departure.

Eleventh wave crossed line of departure.

Ninth wave landed on RED, GREEN znd YELLOW Bezches.

Five P-38s attacking defense positions in back oi beaches,
Mortar tirc reported coming irom hill behind RED Beach.
Seventh weve landed on RED, GREEN «nd YE LOV Beaches.

2/27 Bn. reported approximetely one mile inlend climbing ridge and
cncountering no strong opposition.

PC 610 reported 4O mm iire felling close wbeard.

"y" Co. reports no opposition. Pushing on to Rottnest.

Five 'P-38s completed strike., Bombs in area. Results unobserved,
Twelfth wave crossed line of departure,

Tenth wave londed on RED, GR.ZN «nd YLLLOW beaches.

Six B=24s directed to hit defenses and stores ¢t road junetion,
Thirteenth wave crossed line of departure.

DUNVER (CL 58) ecompleted scheduled bomberdment.

VONTPELIFR (CL 57) resumed counter-battery fire.

Troops reported moving northeast along Vasey Highway by air observer,
HOBLRT (HMuo) engaging shore battery with nid of «ir spotter,
Eleventh wave lended on RED, GREEN and YL LO. Betches.

Beuchmaster reported 300 yards of RiD Beach unsuitable for eny type craft.
CONi Y (DD 507) tiring on coast defense gun.

Request received from Beachmaster on YELLO. Beach not to land eny more
wheeled vehicles on YELLOL Beach until mesh is leyed.

Frurteenth wave erossed line of departure,
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0953 Eleventh wave retracting. One craft remcined becched.
0953  Twelfth wave lended on RED, GREEN ecnd YELLO. Beiches.
0957 nED Beach line of deperture under fire.

1000 "s" Co. 300 yazrds southwest ot crossing. Meeting slight opposition on
Spur.

1000 Line oi departure RED, GRALEN and YELLO. Beaches receiving intermittent iire,
GREEN line of departure reported under fire.
YELLO: «nd GRLEN Boat lenes under enemy idre,
Troops reached first phese line,

Thirteenth wave on RED, GRLuN nd YE.LO. Beaches. One boat broached.
Salvage crew working on same.

411 2/16 Bn. in position, leeting light calibre mortar iire in assembly
ared.

sir ovserver reports irom 30 to 4O cnemy motor trucks escaping along main
road going inland, one on 1ire. Trucks und cars of all varieties present.

Air observer in B=24 going to strike motor trucks parked on road.
Fourteenth wave landed on RED, GREEN «nd YLLLO\ Beaches,
Fifteenth wave crossed line of departure.

Thirteenth and tourteenth waves retracted.

Intermittent gunfire talling sbout control ship.

Prineipcl beacim.ster (RxN) closed left half of RED Beueh to landing eraft;
unscfe,

Fifteenth wave lended on «£D, GREEN «nd YELLO. Becches.

"u" Cos occupied Rottnest.

Sixteenth wave left line o1 departure.

HOB&ART (KlLiS) firing on enemy battery 200 yards inland from beach.
Huge {lames observed ashore bearing 315 degrees T.

2/12 Bn. hus tuken all their objectives to Phese Two,

Group Beachm.ster reported ecnemy retiring {rom right flank GRFEN Beaeh, No
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casualties on beach. Beaching and retracting sztisfactory. Surf neg-
ligible. Beach packed by soft sand. Dliany loose logs cluttered up beach.
Hold up at exits to GREEN and YELLOW Beaches. Crecks not marked on map
must be bridged. Guns n.t yet in position, No land mines encountered
so far,

COLUMBIL (CL 56) firing on defended position,

Mesh on YRLLOW Beach laid.  Vehicles able to land.

Romilly occupied by assault troops.

BELL (DD 587) struddled by enemy fire.

last of organized waves, 17th, crossed line of departure.

Sixteenth weve landed on RED, GREEN and YELLOW Beaches,

E.TON (DD51C) engaging in counter battery fire.

Six air liaison parties established ashore and operating.

Signal Hill hit. Large explosion observed on southern end near shoreline.

Six P-38s on station for direct support missions. Four with 1000 1lb
bombs and two with Napalm.

Four fighters directed to strafe trucks on road.

Six B-24s completed attack on enemy gun positions.
EATON (DD 510) scored several direct hits on gun. Gun crew dispersed.

1CS Group 1 moved 2500 yurds to the east of their regular assigned
positions to avoid shell fire from beach.

TROIP (HS) engaging in counter buttery fire.

Seventeenth w ve landed on RED, GREEN and YELLO'' Beaches.

2/16th Inf, 3n. reported their position 300 yards from beach.

RUNT. (i0A8) relieving E.TON (DD 510) for ammunition replenishment.
Permission granted to have LSMs land on GREIN 3each.

2/10th Inf. 3n. advaneing towards position Rottnest. No opposition.

Troops advanced inland approximately 1000 yards. Very slight
opposition, (asualties 1ight,

I1 = 24




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

@

P:RT II - Chronological Record of Zvents (Cont'd)

CONFIDENTI'L

2/10 Bn, reports rire being received from P RR...TT... Tanks bogged
down, Whereabouts uninovn,

Commander LST Unit advised vehicles would be unloaded in the priority
shown in Loading Plan.

Flank markers of GREEN beach moved 150 yards to right.
ICS 29 reported spotting two gun emplacements,

Forward troops using mortar fire on enemy.

C'\P (4 F6F) arrived on station,

One P~38 hit in wing by AA fire. Able to return to buse.
Ab fire observed north of Signal Hill.

No direct support planes on station.

General Macirthur (CinCSWP.), Vice Admiral Barbey (ComB.LIKPAPANattack
Force), lLieut. General liorshead (GOC, 1st /usCorps) and /ir Marshall
Bostock (RALF), went ashore to inspect positions.

Eneny spotted. Forward companies have pin-pointed position and will
engage them as soon as 25 pounders becoie available.

Troops engaged enemy, using mortur, machine gun and naval gunfire in
lieu of 25 pounders.

Comuander Destroyer Squadron 5 reports SLITH (DD 378) holed in 3 places
in forward st.ck at bridge level b, 3" projectile which failed to
explode. No casualties.

Four fighters frow GILSERT ISL.MD (CVA 107) ordered to attack turgets
of opportunity along roud.

Control eraft moved to post-assault position.
Five of our tanis observed moving north along road by air observer,

Troops advancing to PARR Ii\TT.. encountered enemy fire. Tanks moved
in to neutralize fire. Enemy reported moving to defenses between
PORTEE and POLTS,

Six B-24s on station, each with 9 x 500 1b. bombs, for support missions.
Troops reported inland approximately two niles.
Troups now attacking PuRR.J\TTu with tuni support.

E.TON (DD 510) and CONGLY (DD 507) 1ongaide JST 67 for smmunitisn
replanishnent 11 = 25 - 47
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Report occusional sniper fire being received on beach. Twelve casual-
ties evacuated from inlaind. No casualties on beach. .1l phase 1 ob-

Jectives talen.,

F:ur P-38s with 1000 1b bombs =und four P-38s with Napalm reported on
st.tion.

METC.LF (DD 595) relieved CON'7 .Y (DD 507) on fire support station.
Front lines reported same us of 1200.

STEVENS (DD 479) directed to furnish call fire as requested by advuncing
troops.

C.P (4 F6F) left station.

Four fighters from SUIWNEZ (CVE27) made struafing run along highway.
Thirty vehicles, trucks or staff curs strafed; most of vehicles dam-
aged by str.fing, and four set on fire.

C.P (4 F4U) arrived on station.

Eight P-38s coupleted strikes. Results unobserved except for two smull
fires. Planes returned to base.

GILBIRT ISL.NDS (CVE 107) reported one plane lost to Li fire. Plane
down behind enemy lines., Flight leader reports heavy ...

Six B-24s completed attack. No results observed.

Report received assault Bns. re.ched objectives. Little opposition. 2nd
Bn moving to li.L.NG. Reserve Bn. moving to R.IDVICK FE.TURE. Two wound-

FUS

ed. Some light enemy opposition on beaches beyond leuding Bn. objective.

Six B-24s reported for reguest mission. Available two hours. Each
plane hus 9 x 500 1b. GP bombs.

Report received transports unlozded 100% vehicles; 30% bulk, LSMs un=
able to be.ch until pontoons are in place.

P/RR/IL.TT. captured, 20 casualties.
2/27 Bn. reported 2 killed, 6 wounded.

\ir observer reports no inovement north of SIPINGG NG areu. Bridge
destroyed.

Eight P-38s reported for direct support, 4 with 1000 1b bombs, 4 with
Ndpdlm .

Tank tiaps reported an ro.d.
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1520
1520

CiP (four F4U) left station.

CiP (four F6F) arrived.

Tight P-38s complcted attack on ik guns. A4ll bombs in area.
Six B-24s hit defensive positions north of the east-west road.
VONTPELIRR (CL 57) reports demolition observed at radar station.
CLAVALAND (CL 55) with CinCS"PL aboard left objective area.

Five objects observed hailing out of damaged B-24. Only 4 chutes were
seen to open. This plane w:s carrying Air Observer and was hit in No. 4

engine by AL fire,
2/27 Bn, occipied Randwick without opposition.

14 VTs and 11 VFs from carriers on station for direct support missions.

One of the flysrs who bailed out of damaged B=24 received aboard U.S.S.
7.5 TCH (AGC 9) only slightly injured.

B-24 hit by '/ fire, ditched in water., (Three boats previously dispatched
to scene of crash to pick up survivors.)

Six VF and six VT made attack on targets inland.
hrea C under attack from bsach, apparently mortar shells.
ComLSlFlot 2 under heavy mortar fire, moved out.

COLIMBIL (CL 56), STWa'S (DD 479) and BATON (DD 510) assigned fire
support missions for tonight.

STEVENS (DD 479) taking coast defense gun under fire,
VONTOTLIT (CL 57) reported one s=lvo landed on gun position,
C.P (4 F6F) left station,

KILLAN (DD 593) substituted for %.TON (DD 510) on fire support mission
for tonight.

Major Genersl [‘ilford, GOC, 7th Australian Division, assumed command ashore

Cortvoy 02=T departsed objective area for MORITAIL.
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1935 KILLEN (DD 593) engeging target ashore.
1945 CAP (one F6F Nightfighter) arrived.

2048 KEY (DE 348) instructed to include LSM 129 in Convoy 02-N departing
TAWI TAWI 1900 2 July for objective area.

11 survivers from air abserver!s plane (3-24), which ditched earlier-in the
day, have been reported rescued.

Submarine reports contacting 4 unidentified ships position Lat, 06-02 S,
Long. 116=12 E, course 020° at 1400/Z 1 July.

CAP (1 F6F) left station.

2145 STEVENS (DD 479) directed to use harrassing fire at irregular intervals
throughout night.

2225 CAP (1 F6F) arrived.

2241  STEVENS (DD 479) directed to fire 10 rounds per hour plus 5 star shells
per hour,

Report received that 6 killed, 1 wounded as result of bembing by friendly planes.

Weathers: Wind direetion SW, Force 4. Barometer 29,85. Temperature 84°, Blue sky
with detached clouds. Visibility unlimited.Slight sea, swells from SSW.

L1
CAP (1 P6F) left station.

ComEsCarDiv 22 requested to send night search to investigate southern
Macassar Strait area for four unidentified ships reported by friendly
submarine, Be prepared to execute dawn launch and day search. Strike
group stand by for attack if ships located.

CAP (1 F6F)(N)) arrived.

ComCruDiv 12, pfus 4 destroyers, directed to organize striking group to
destroy unidentified ships reported by submarine should they be detected

in Macassar Straits. Directed not to operate below 2°S unless in hot pursuit.
Remaining 3 cruisers and 7 destroyers formed in separate Task Group for
local protection if unidentified ships arrive in this area,

CAP (1 F6F(N)) relieved by 1 FOF(N).

Submarine reported contact lost on 4 unidentified ships. Now heading on
a westerly course., Speed 10 knots. .
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0603

0609

0630
0630

0630

ComEsCarGrp 12 directed to alert aircraft in support of search for 4
unidentified ships in South liacassar Straits,

Beach eenditions reported by feincipal Beachmaster require 8 additional
2 x 30 pontoon causeways mcking a total ef 22, Permission requested of
Com7thPhib to launch additional pontoons.

CiP (1 F6F(N)) left station.
All night fire support missions completed.

1/12 Bn, held up by enemy machine gun and sniper fire, Casualties = 5
wounded. Field artillery as yet unable to deal with defended positiens.

chemy ammunitien dump blawn up.

21st Inf. Bn. reports enemy patrols inactive during the night.,

Situation ashore unchanged. No contact mace with enemy by 2/14 Bn.
SAUFLEY (DD 465) relieved STZVENS (DD 479) for replenishment,

CiP (L4 VFs) reported on station,

Six B-24s on statien, each have 9 x 500 1b, bombs.

Four B-24s reported on station for bombing strike.

CASU ordered 6 B=24s to bomb specified targets north of advancing $roops.
KILLEN (DD 593) firing a mission cgainst defended pesitions.

STEVENS (DD 479) firing a mission against defended positions.

Four P-38s on station with Napalm tanks. Available 30 minutes for call
mission,

STEVENS (DD 479) reperts firing intense neutralization fire on target
between 0845«0855, Ammunition expended 109 rounds. Fire very effective.

Three Be24s expended all bombs and returning to base.

Feur P=38s directed to drop tanks on personnel, stores and defenses on
hill west of barracks. Strafing run to follow on highway.

Adr observer reports briiges to east as far as Sepinggang destroyed,

Report recoived all Sangs Sanga aireraft gwounded due to flooded strip
end weather, 1
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Six B-24s on station for support mission,

Report received that one P-38 crashed and chute landed near junction
of pipe line and road behind enemy lines to the north of BALIKPAPAN
toun.

Adr observer reports being fired on by 4i guns. Smoke prevents pin
pointing of vehicles along road.

2/12 Bue rcports visibility ashore zero due to heavy smoke.

Request for launching 8 additional causeways approved by Com7thPhib.
Postal 4 (GHQ plane) arrived to pick up press releases.

Four FLU's ordered to strafe targehs of opportunity in target areas.

Three LCIs crippled in beaching to be towed in 9 knot convoy leaving
tonight .

Four P-38's on station for support mission, 3 have Napalm bombs, one
1 x 1000 1b. bomb,

Com7thPhib advised that threat of surface attack now considered over.
Alr observer fired upon by AA; spotted trenches west of village,

hir observer reports spotting 5 craft about 4O feet long necr town,
All appear scrviceable.

Five B-24's on station loaded with DDT spray. Troops ashore will be
notified prior to runs,

P-38 planes co: pleted strike on signal hill, CruDiv 15 assumed gun-
fire support. CruDiv 12 preparing to get underway.

Four Planes (F4Us) completed strafing of oil tanks and trucks.
Five B=24's made DDT spray run along beach areas,

Six B=24s, cach carrying 9 x 500 1b., GP bombs, making attack on gun
positions, trunches and defenses ~longside of Milford highway.

Six B=24's reported on station for target mission.

Six B-24's assigned to hit AL position, This is believed to be /A
positior hitting our planes.

10! acting as control vessel was struck by enemy shell 400 yards off
right flank af OPEEN beach and sunk. Thres men wounded,:

52
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Aiir observer reported for duty.

Six B~24s completed mission of bombing ii positions. 80% of bombs
in area.

Com7thPhib in DENVER (CL 58) departed area for LEYTE, accompanied
by CONY (DD 508).

SHROPSHIRE (HikS) firing on . positions.
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